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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 


PICTURE 300KS 


Wolff, Janet Dutton 
LET'S IMAGINE BEING PLACES $2.75 


An unusual attempt to exercise the imagination of the very young. Only the 
bare outline of several pictures is presented, a mountain, a city street, a beach, and 
the child is invited to close his eyes and fill in the details, at first, through lead- 
ing questions, (Any animals? What kind? Any people? What are they doing?), and later 
with no motivation but the idea. A book primarily to elicit imagery, this requires 
adult participation and guidance. An interesting conception that is not fully real- 
ized. The large illustrations are by Bernard Owett. (3/31. LC: 61-5866) 


Gill, Bob & Reid,Alastair Hart 
824x103; Cloth, $2.75; Lib. $2.73 
A BALLOON FOR A BLUNDERBUSS 
Youngsters who have traded bubble gum for candy, a tin soldier for a toy hat, 
will identify with the multitudinous swaps that comprise this picture book with the 
objects in question in handsome colorful pictures. Beginning with a butterfly, a 


labyrinth of trades ends with everything including two stars and an overgrown jungle. 
(3/1. LC: 60-15682) 


PICTURE STORY. BOOKS 


Chalmers, Mary Harper 
6x8;paper over board; $2.50;Lib. $2.57 
MR. CAT'S WONDERFUL SURPRISE 


After seeing the groundhog and rabbit families embark on their picnics, the 
cat children persuade their father to take them picnicking too. Secretly each night, 
Mr. Cat has been building a rowboat which he presents to his family at picnic time. 
Too much jumping around the boat lands the kiddies in the water and elicits stern ad- 
monishment from father. An insipid little story with sparse support from lifeless 
illustrations. A reliable author lets us down. (4/12. LC: 61-5764) 


Ylla & Bonsall, Crosby Neweil Harper 
LISTEN, LISTEN! 9x114; Cloth; $2.50;Lib. $2.57 
* Amazing full scale photographs of kittens and puppies in action and inter- 
action are the central foci around which little stories have been built as "told" by 
one kitten to another. The stories impose meaning and mood on a particular group of 
candids, all of which have obviously challenged the potential and individuality of each 
animal. The little tales create a delightful "gimmick", which will give rise to great 
wonder in the young. (3/1. LC: 61-5778) 


Waber, Bernard Houghton Mifflin 
LORENZO  5-5/8x7-1/8 Clcth;$1.95;Lib. $2.70 

An over-developed curiosity always takes Lorenzo, the fish with the red spot- 
ted tail, on personal explorations. The wonders of a sunken ship win his interest but 
lose him his companions. How funny Lorenzo looks swimming among the sardines; thus, 
we are relieved when one day he spies a red spotted tail and rejoins his own family. 
A humorous little story with few words and many picture clues that will appeal to tne 
perceptive in the picture book fraternity. (2/27. LC: 61-5129) 
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Cleary, Beverly Morrow 
TWO DOG BISCUITS 10x7+; Cloth; $2.75 


What fun for Jimmy and Janet, four year old twins, when they discover something “ Fl 
as new to Mother as it is to them. Look as they may, the children cannot find a dog whom | 
they like well enough to offer their dog biscuits to. Thus when they spy a cat who seems 
worthy of their offering, they are delighted to find the feline's appetite relishes dog 
biscuits, contrary to Mother's prediction. The joke is on Mother as the twins make an in- 
dependent discovery. A sound idea which really needs a more credible situation. Gay, | ij 
evocative illustrations are by Mary Stevens. (3/8. LC:61-5022) | 
j 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 





Boyle, Joyce Abingdon wi 
ADVENTURING WITH DAVID 5 3/4x8 1/2; Cloth; $2.00 


Children opening their eyes to the multitude of natural phenomena will understand 
and learn something from David's discovery of the woods surrounding Grandmother's cottage. 
Finding the source of the brook, coming face to face with a deer, building a dam and finally | 
meeting friend Andrew and his clever puppy Ginger are reminiscent of or foretell the types | 
of adventures young children are likely to encounter. Subject matter is geared for the four i | 
to seven age group, although the vocabulary requires this to be read aloud rather than 4 
alone. This has been done before more effectively. (3/13. LC:61-5101) 


Hogan, Bernice Abingdon } 
NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO WONDER... 73x9; Paper om board; $1.25 q 


Little prayer rhymes for the very young which speak of the delight in everyday 
things; the sun, the rain, the leaves, the sea. Cuddly illustrations of bouncing, pran- 
cing or pondering three year olds charmingly conceived by Susan Perl may evoke purrs from 
adults, but the five year old for whom the written images are intended may balk at the a 


"babyish" quality. (3/13. LC:61-5098) oo iV 


Frankel, Bernice Watts } 
HALF-AS-BIG AND THE TIGER 8x103; Cloth; $2.95 | 


"Half-As-Big" is what the deer was called because that is what he was in com- 
parison to his big brothers. But he proves however that he is "twice-as-smart" in three 
times tricking a huge tiger even when accompanied by the proverbial sly fox. Two color 
illustrations in gold and brown by Leonard Weisgard are large and lively and suggest a 
bewildered rather than ferocious tiger. A funny fable like tale to hear and above all, 
view. (2/21. LC:61-5084) 





FASY READING 


Hoff, Syd Harper 
ALBERT THE ALBATROSS 6x83; Cloth; $1.50;Lib. $1.84 


The sailors are disheartened when after a storm their good-luck albatross is 
nowhere in sight. Meanwhile on land no one will tell Albert where the ocean is until he 
perches on the hat of a woman headed for an ocean voyage. How surprised she is to find 
her hat-bird a real bird, but how gleeful the shipmates are to welcome Albert home. Comi- | 
cal illustrations and simple text will insure a sense of accomplishment in the beginning i 
reader. (4/12. LC:61-5767) ! 


Hoff, Syd Harper 
CHESTER 6x84; Cloth; $1.95;Lib. $2.19 ‘ 


A disjointed story of a "wild" horse who longs to be loved and cared for, in 
which the pictures and simple vocabulary offer some appeal to beginning readers. When the 





cowboys reject him, Chester tries to find his place in the world along many varied avenues, Pa 
all of which prove unsuccessful. As a merry-go-round horse, Chester oddly wishes to prove 

his reality to the children by running fast and hard. Recognizing Chester's hidden talents, 

the cowboys now offer hima home. (4/12. LC:61-5768) ‘ 
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Selsam, Millicent E. Harper 
TONY'S BIRDS 5-3/4x83;cloth;$1.95;Lib. $2.19 


Having explored plants and fish life in this author's previous contributions 
to the I Can Read hooks, the young child, with eyes open to natural phenomena, now 
learns the basic tenets of the art of bird watching. Adding field glasses and guide 
book to a keen observation, Tony gains much satisfaction in discovering a bluejay, a 
teacher bird and an ovenbird. Once having identified the birds, Tony is now ready to 
observe their habits, which he does with great skill. Detailed illustrations by Kurt 
fe of —— and birds follow the text closely, enhancing comprehension. (4/12. 

LC: 61-5775 


Hays, Wilma Pitchford Little, Brown 
LITTLE LONE COYOTE 6-1/8x8-1/8;cloth; $2.75 


Fred learns that sometimes "the best way to love is to let go", in a warm 
story of a Nebraska farm boy who finds and raises a coyote pup. Fred never minded 
the trouble Little Lone caused chasing chickens and running wild, but the family's 
growing sentiments were increasingly negative. When chaining Little Lone resulted 
in near death for the animal as he strained to get loose, Fred realizes that real 
freedom is the only natural atmosphere for his pet. The sound of the wild free coyote 
call issuing from Little Lone relieves some of Fred's sadness as he relinquishes his 
pet to the desolate south range. Free flowing illustrations are by Wesley Dennis. 
(4/3. LC: 61-5319) 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances Morrow 
THE WONDERFUL GLASS HOUSE 53x8;cloth; $2.75 


The house in this case is a greenhouse and a virtual paradise for little 
Mark who can appreciate its wonders because of his own success as a gardener. Watson, 
whose father works in the greenhouse, is Mark's rival at school. But although the 
boys have a showdown fight, Mark proves his superior ability as a gardener with his 
prize winning amaryllis at the Farmdale Fair. A slow paced plot and a muddy impres- 
sion of Watson's motives do not really detract from a story whose main value is to 
impart a boy's fascination with flowers. Meant to be read on their own by 7 and 8 
year olds. (3/22. LC: 61-5212) 


Lappa, Katherine T. Putnam 
63x8-3/4;cloth;$2.00;Lib. $2.19 
ROB AND THE ROBINS 


A dispute over the ownership of the walnut tree in Rob Robinson's backyard 
arises between Rob and the nesting robins. Content in his treehouse, Rob does not 
understand the birds as they admonish him for trespassing. Devouring the magic berry 
provided by Gramp Crow enables Rob to tune in on the robins and the argument. In de- ~ 
ciding that boy and birds are related by name, a settlement acceptable to all is 
reached, and the relatives happily live on as friends in the tree. A gay bit of whimsy 
with ae illustrations in two colors to enthrall the beginning readers. (2/15. 

LC: 61-5719 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN~ FICTION 


Hakansson, Gunvor Abelard-Schuman 
Illus. Ake Runnstrom MR. POMMANDER $2.50 


Swedish children now share their zany master house painter, Mr. Pommander, 
with their fellow Americans thanks to this translation by Naomi Walford. Managing 
to paint his way out of a variety of riotous situations including an encounter with 
cannibals and a trip to the circus, Mr. Pommander's funniest escapade occurs when he 
boards the ship Maria for a holiday designed to save him from a "painter's breakdown". 
As would be expected, more trouble is in store. First he meets Spillman, the talka- 
tive cuttlefish, then an excitable cook and finally a fantastic storm at sea. Illus- 
trations are as amising as if rendered by Mr. Pommander himself. (2/23. LC: 60-14521) 
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Preussler, Otfried Abelard-Schuman 
THE LITTLE WATER SPRITE $2.75 
* An enchanting fantasy about the life of a young water sprite growing up in the & 


cool green world of the mill pond. Endowed with a daring spirit, this lively little 
sprite ventures into many exciting and amusing episodes, including a trip with a strong 
current over the mill wheel, a joke played on a naive fisherman which saves Cyprian the 
Carp, a punishment for contracting dry feet, and a host of additional pranks, games and 
adventures calculated to delight and entertain. The book receiveda special award in the 
German Children's Book Prize of 1957 and has been translated into several languages. Gay 
illustrations by Winnie Gayler in black and white. (2/28/61. LC:60-13154) 


Witheridge, Elizabeth Abingdon 
Illus. Anthony D'Adamo JIM PENNEY'S GOLDEN NUGGET $3 .00 


* The gold nugget jingling in his pocket reminded Pennsylvania-bred Jim Penney 
of his father's promise to let him go West for gold if he could save the money for the 
trip. Knowing Jim's talent for trouble, Doctor Penney was amazed at the boy's tenacity in 
earning money despite such peculiar methods as charging a cent for every cat brought to 
the schoolroom in an anti-mice campaign. Disappointment in losing his savings is relieved 
when Jim and his friend discover the thief's hideaway and recover the maney. The dream 
does come true, but en route with his father, Jim's experiences lead him to the realization 
that a truer life for him lies in his father's chosen profession. This is a fictionized 
true story, smoothly written, with characters that are wholly believable. (3/13. LC:61-5100 ) 


Beatty, Hetty Burlingame Houghton Mifflin 
Illus. Joshua Tolford BLITZ $2.75 


From his early colt days, Blitz, a beautiful bay horse, knew love and kindness. 


This tradition was continued with his new owner, the fire chief of Drumlin, who trained ¥ 


him to be an expert fire horse. A dreadful accident interrupts Blitz's career and renders 
him useful for light work only, while technologically replacing him with a motorized fire 
engine as well. With junk dealer Joe Botts, Blitz encounters harsh treatment for the first 
time in his life, and when it appears he has been worked almost to his death, he is mira- 
culously redeemed by kindly Dave Burns. Physical care coupled with love returns the animal 
to his former self and enables him to accomplish an amazing feat as he leads Dr. Burns 
through a blinding blizzard to save a child's life. The horse remains a real horse in a 
familiar plot which will nevertheless interest young animal enthusiasts. (4/2 LC:61-5134) 


Knopf 


Shura, Mary Francis 
THE GARRET OF GRETA MCGRAW $2.75 


Strange sounds in the direction of her garret closet awaken Greta in the night. 
A little room beyond the back closet wall, imprisoning Caliph, the cat, allays Gret's 
fears of mysterious intruders, until she and friend Peter discover that others are inter- 
ested in that little room for reasons unknown. Mrs. Trainor, the landlady, provides the 
clue in her rambling reminiscences of her former life on the stage. Peter and Greta's 
clever sleuthing lead Officer Mullens to Mr. and Mrs. Owens, who, after breaking into the 
closet room, stole a chest containing a valuable costume belt studded with a star sapphire. 
A mild mystery lacking dramatic impact. (3/22) 


Johnson, Elizabeth Little, Brown 
| THE THREE-IN-ONE PRINCE $2.75 


An edict, proclaimed by the court magicians, announces that the future husband 
of the Princess must fulfill certain specific qualifications. Particularly he must prove 


that he is "three in one". Ina faraway place, another king sends his three sons to win 
this honor. Prince John, the middle son, passes many difficult and exciting tests and 
finally proves he is "three in one". He is next to the eldest, next to the youngest and 


in the middle. Handsome colorful illustrations by Ronni Solbert adds much to a: funny fairy 
tale which often delightfully departs from traditional trappings. (2/28. LC:61-5318) 
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Nash, Mary Little, Brown 
Illus.Garrett Price MRS. COVERLET'S MAGICIANS $3.25 


* Hilarious surprises continue in this second addition to the madcap doings 
of that new, happily welcome literary family, the Persevers. Once again the house- 
keeper, Mrs. Coverlet ,is called away, this time to be a finalist in the White Blizzard 
Flour bake-off contest. With high-strung Miss Eva in charge, Malcolm, Eva and little 
Toad look forward to dull days, until Toad reaches his do-it-yourself magic kit adver- 
tised in a horror comic, and begins secretly practicing his voodoo. The results? Miss 
Eva lands in bed for several weeks, (not really sick mind you), the children find the 
perfect Christmas tree and snow falls in snow-less Loganbury on Christmas morning! 
Plausible explanations can be found for everything but Toad is a firm believer in his 
power. The six Persever cats make entrances along with their marvelously funny es- 
capades and situations. Witty dialogue and droll illustrations round out a truly 
delectable comedy. (3/22. LC: 61-5326) 


Fadiman, Clifton Random House-Legacy 
Illus. Paul Liberovsky $1.50 
THE STORY OF YOUNG KING ARTHUR 


This is the legend of King Arthur from his birth to his crowning written 
in the appealing language of the old fashioned fairy tale. On the advice of Merlin 
the Magician Arthur is set apart from the castle by King Uther. Years later, on the 
day of the great Tournaments, Sir Ector appears with his sons Kay and Arthur. With 
Kay in dire need of a sword, Arthur easily lifts the sword from the iron anvil, an 
act only within the capacity of the future king. With this proof of his true iden- 
tity, Arthur is crowned King and using the magical powers of Merlin assembles the 
Knights of the Round Table. A charming retelling. (4/3. LC: 61-7052) 


Gage, Wilson & Rounds, Glen World 
A WILD GOOSE TALE $2 95 


Of different species, Chuck, a boy, and Chen, a goose, have in common their 
addiction to hilarious situations, from our point of view, but just plain bad luck 
from theirs. A fire in the yard ellicits shouts from father for the hose; typically 
Chuck brings the “0es. At school, with finger locked in slot, Chuck must be sawed 
out of the tambourine. Finally disrupting Uncle Bill's birdwatching by mistaking a 
spider on the telescope lens for a huge monster, Chuck is banished to fish alone. y 
And along comes curious Chen, who has been having troubles of his own too. Ina 
surprising bit of good luck, the captured goose is freed. Adventures with nature 
lore are woven in to a zany laugh-filled comedy illustrated with black and white 


drawings. (3/6. LC: 61-6655) 


Koening, Richard World 
THE SEVEN SPECIAL CATS $2.75 


* How seven cats cause havoc in New York City, stop subways, clog traffic and 
bring the mayor to take emergency action, when they are evicted from their home which 
is being replaced by a giant skyscraper,‘is the basic plot of this lively farce, sure 
to evoke giggles and even guffaws from young readers. But the cats have really been 
behaving exactly like cats. They have disappeared; only wild rumors have appeared. 
With the assistance of Mrs. Thwickle, the cats are recalled and each given a separate 
room in the new skyscraper. Fine fun made more so by Peggy Bacon's exuberant illus- 
trations. (2/20. LC: 61-6677) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Caldwell, John C. & Elsie F. John Day 
OUR NEIGHBORS IN AFRICA $2.00 Lib. $2.19 


As in the "Let's Visit" books, certain important concepts have been developed 
as simply as possible within the confines of an easy reading vocabulary. A wide range 
of topics briefly introduces the reader to Africa, with many "teaser" facts designed to 
inspire further investigation. Among the more timely topics are the stories of Albert 
Schweitzer, an explanation of modern war problems, a glimpse at big cities. A good 
little book well illustrated with photographs. (2/10. LC: 61-5644) 
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Severn, Bill McKay 
Illus Vana Earle YOU AND YOUR SHADOW $2.75 
* Science and fun gaily combine in another fine shadow book filled with the uses e i} 


of shadows, what they are, how they are formed, both serious and entertaining. We learn 
how shadows influence our knowledge of planets, what function they have in the operation 
of cameras, and movies. Experiments with shadows, shadow games, a magic shadow show and 
other creative ideas abound. llustrations and diagrams enhance a meaningfully absorbing { 
text. (4/2? LC:61-6106) it 








Bleeker, Sonia \ Morrow 
Illus. Kisa Sasaki. THE MAYA $2.75 


A thorough examination of the Maya civilization which thrived in splendor long 
before the white man happened upon it opens with a synopsis of archaeological findings of 
tombs and temples climaxed by a description of the tomb of the high priest, Palenque, 
symbol of the rich Mayan heritage. A picture of life among the ancient Maya tells of 
ceremonies and festivals, occupations, marriage customs and dress and everyday concerns . 
A chapter devoted to the artistic achievements of these people includes a list of the 
materials vsed in their crafts. A well written informative anthropoligical study, by an 


expert. (4/5. LC:61-6964) 








Epstein, Sam & Beryl Watts 
Illus. Welter Buehr THE FIRST BOOK OF THE OCEAN $1.95 


The fascinating subject of oceanography is explored from many viewpoints in an 
amply illustrated introduction to the topic. What we see on a walk along the beach, the 
causation of tides, waves and currents, the geography of the ocean, an investigation of 
continental shelves and slopes are all described in detail. A trip beneath the surface 
of the water enables us to observe the floor of the ocean and the surrounding animal and 
plant life. Come summer, the reader is sure to view his next trip to the seashore from 
a more sharpened perspective. (3/17. LC:60-11173) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


Lavolle, L. N. Abelard-Schuman 
NHOTI $2.75 


* The travels and experiences of Nhoti, a young boy from northern, India are ab- 
sorbing in themselves, but they serve a double function in vividly portraying life in 
India today. His search for the elephant Chandru takes Nhoti through many parts of India, 
to Calcutta where street beggars who know all, also know that Chandru has been sold to 
Babadur's circus in far off East Pakistan, along the River Ganges where with a group of 
circus people with the same destination, Nhoti performs at the riverside villages to earn 
his keep, to Bengal where the sight of famine ravages leads Nhoti to formulate a plan for 
relief. How the plan is successfuly accomplished, how Chandru is eventually found and 
Nhoti's true identity revealed form the enthralling climax of a unique story where human 
kindness overcomes national and religious obstacles. (2/24. LC:60-11482) 





Pauli, Hertha Doubleday 
THE TWO TRUMPETERS OF VIENNA $1.95 5 |) 


Several young friends are separated when the Turks attack Vienna in 1683. How q 
each meets the grueling tests of war comprises the substance of the story. Franz and ff 
Caspar, the two trumpeter choir boys, contribute to the "war effort" significantly, Franz i 
as a messenger and sentry, Caspar as companion to Father Balthasar. A most frightening & . ) 
adventure befalls Maria when she is captured by the Grand Vizier, but with Christian | 
liberation, the friends are happily reunited. A somewhat repetitious and tangled plot is 
redeemed by graphic battle scenes and a lively picture of the times. (4/7) 
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Chastain, Madye Lee Harcourt, Brace 
PLIPPEN'S PALACE $3.00 


* Four children, ranging in age through late adolescence, escape a tyrannical 
uncle and arrive in New York City. With money from mother's jewels and Peter's job 
as a map colorist they manage financially and are forthwith directed to a zany warm- 
hearted haven of a boarding house known as Plippen's Palace where they meet a gay 
assortment of eccentrics. How they adjust to life in 19th Century New York and how 
they make friends comprise an absorbing often humorous series of incidents. At 
Christmas time the actors in the house dispense some unusual gifts, more amusing 
and precious than material baubles, their talents. When Uncle Lasher finally finds 
them, he is set upon and sent away for good by the loyal Plippen entourage. A happy 
ending sees Peter a talented artist, with a sponsor, and the rest of the group housed 
permanently with the Neepers, kind and loving neighbors. Individual character delin- 
eation makes for an enchanting story of people set amidst the unique atmosphere of 
old New York. (2/22. LC: 61-6346) 


Podolin, Si Harcourt, Brace 
Illus. Victor Mays THE MAN-EATER OF SHARK ISLAND $3 .00 


Manhattan-bred Beel-lee (Billy) tells this story of his visit to Shark Island 
where his father had befriended Skipper Dumont during the war. With Pierrot and his 
sister Veronique, Billy boards the sailing vessel, La Corsaire each day and gives vent 
to his dream of fishing, skin diving and just plain inhaling the salt air surrounding 
the beautiful Mediterranean. A hammerhead shark which has been threatening the live- 
lihood of the Dumont family by devouring nets full of carefully trapped fish, chal- 
lenges Billy's skill and imagination. Twice, he unsuccessfully battles the shark, 
barely escaping with his life. On the island of Corsica, an old bandit. provides 
them with harpoons superior to those Billy had fashioned and in a dramatic third bout 
with the monster, Billy is victorious. An unlikely tale with only its closeups of a 
shark in action to recommend it. (3/22. LC: 61-6120) 


Thwaite, Ann Harcourt, Brace 
Illus. Robin Jacques THE HOUSE IN TURNER SQUARE $2.95 


By involving her in some intelligent investigations, Audrey Pitt helps Joanna 
over a difficult adjustment to a new neighborhood and her new house in Turner Square, 
London. Fascinated by the history of Turner Square, the two explore the inside of an 
empty house only to find the name "N. Pitt", carved on one of the walls. Further 
probing into Grandmother's family Bible history books establishes a positive connec- 
tion between Audrey's ancestry and the house in Turner Square. With the help of an 
old boarder whom Joanna sees for the first time during the Guy Fawkes Night bonfire 
celebration, and the real estate firm of Beckley Ltd., Audrey is able to prove her 
family's present right to the property. A fairly routine plot in which youthful de- 
tection results in rewards for the heroine. (2/22. LC: 61-6123) 


Grant, Captain George H. Little, Brown 
Illus. Peter Spier BOY OVERBOARD $3.00 


Fifty years at sea certainly qualify Captain Grant to write a modern tale of 
his natural habitat with accurate description of life and responsibilities aboard ship, 
if slightly far-fetched ones of human situations. Young Peter, a farm boy from New 
Hampshire, fulfills a dream when his parents and teacher give him permission to sail 
to the Gulf Stream from Boston aboard the freighter San Andres under the supervision 
of Captain Malant. His adventures include a raging storm, the capture of a stowaway 
and the apprehension of a thief among the crew. A non-swimmer, Peter's most harrowing 
adventure occurs in the sea itself when after falling overboard, he treads water nas 
turally and grapples with his fear until his safe rescue by Captain Malant. Unrealis- 
tic but palatable reading. (3/7. LC: 61-5323) 


Sherman, James W. Little, Brown 
JOEY GETS THE GOLF BUG $2.95 


Boys who might be interested in working as a caddy either for earning money 
or learning the golf game will receive some helpful hints from Joey's experiences at 
the Sunset Golf Club. His meetings with other caddies and members of the Club, his 
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first duties as a caddy, and his growing understanding of the game form the basis of the 
story. An episode in which Joey is accused of stealing golf balls from an evil tempered 
player and later vindicated extends the plot. The author differentiates between a caddy ] 
and a "bag carrier", and his respect for this work permeates the book. (3/6.LC:61-5330) 


Holt, Stephen , Longmans , Green 
THE RANCH BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS = $3425. 


4 

Sixteen year old Larry leaves his sister and father to fly away with friend 
"Bomber" on a modern pioneering expedition to the Northwest in search of a new ranch. 
The boys and their new Indian friends make several exciting attempts to corral a herd of 
wild horses, and succeed only when the horses choose the corral in escape from a hungry 
wolf pack. A trip to an Indian ranch reveals the lost cattle, belonging to Bomber and 
how all Larry needs is his ranch. Undertaking a search beyond the mountain peaks for the 
"Shangrila" meadow once glimpsed from the plane, Larry's mirage turns into mere muskeg. 
His disappointment is relieved by the truer challenge of developing his own land, real 
and tangible, land he receives from a neighbor in exchange for wild horses. A formless 
plot is counter-balanced by superb regional descriptions of the desolate and primitive but 
wildly beautiful Northwest. (4/7) w|1| 


Marsh, Roy Simpson Macrae-Smith 
RUSTY $2.95 








With much warmth and good sense, this story of Rusty, the airedale who made good | 
on the Dawson ranch in the Sierra Nevadas, will have a sure-fire appeal for dog and adven- { 
ture enthusiasts alike. Frightened of gunshots, other animals and human discipline, it 
didn't appear that the puppy who limped half-dead into the ranch would ever be of value i 
to Tom or his father. With both humor and sadness we follow the lessons of Rusty's train- | 
ing as he is skillfully taught to avoid chickens, by the red pepper method, remain un- ql 
daunted at the sound of a gun, keep away from the furious heifer and enter a doghouse. ¢ i 
Although Rusty may never be a herd dog, he surpasses the wildest dreams of the Dawsons when 
he proves his value as a ranch protector by saving baby Jane from the hoof of a bull, 
killing a coyote and holding a lion at bay. Authentic scenes of ranch life, hunting trips, 
and the general atmosphere of this region add depth to a story proficiently conceived and 
executed. (4/10. LC:61-8304) 


Williams, Ursula Moray Morrow | 
Illus. Charles Geer THE EARL'S FALCONER $2.95 | | 


Young Dickon, enamored with the art of falconry, rescues a beautiful hawk from 
a tree but does not return it immediately to the Earl's castle from whence it came. The a i 
Earl saves Dickon's life because of his obvious gifts as a falconer and instead of punish- Bi 
ment, Dickon is apprenticed to the Earl's falconer in order more fully to master his chosen 
craft. Dickon's adventures with the hawks enlighten us on the care and training of these | 
birds and on the essential position they held during the Middle Ages. Through Dickon's | 
story, we view numerous aspects of life in medieval times as well. An unusual topic treated 
in interesting terms. (4/5. LC:61-5536) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION | 


Hunt, Kari & Carlson, Bernice Wells Abingdon 
MASKS AND MASK MAKERS $2.75 


* Children usually associate masks with merriment and Halloween; thus the expla- 
nations and stories of the many diversified serious reasons for mask wearing will come as 
a fascinating surprise to many. Ancient peoples such as the Indians, the Greeks and the | 
Japanese, and primitive societies in Africa and the islands of the South Pacific believed 
in the magical qualities of masks. Worn for disguise or transformation, for protection or Ay, } 
religious ceremonies, this multi-purpose phenomenon was and is respected and practised. a | 
Each double page introduces another story of mask wearing with an accompanying photograph. ! 
Excitingly climaxed with instructions and illustrations on mask making this is most intri- 4 


guing fare. (3/13. LC:61-5097) | 
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Dhotre, Damoo & Taplinger, Richard Little, Brown 
WILD ANIMAL MAN $3.50 


* The true story of Damoo Dhotre, the talented trainer of wild animals, con- 
centrates on his experiences in the ring. From the very beginning Damoo's understand- 
ing and love of wild creatures dominated his interest in acrobatics, a vocation imposed 
upon him by his uncle who owned the greatest circus in India. The steps he took to 
fulfill his dream, his personal training as well as his training of lions, tigers, 
elephants and jaguars are recounted in this story of an astonishing career. Patience, 
kindness and remarkable skill are reflected in the text and even in the excellent 
photographs of Damoo in action. A tersely written exciting story. (3/21. LC:61-5325) 


Parker, Alfred E. Macmillan 
AUGUST VOLIMER: CRIME FIGHTER $3.00 


In this biography of August Vollmer, Police Chief of Los Angeles then Berkeley 
during the 1920's, heavy emphasis is placed on his crusading innovations which eventu- 
ally revolutionized the concept of police work throughout the United States. Fiction- 
ized and simply written, Vollmer's accomplishments are presented from his days as boy 
Marshall when the teeming refugees from the San Francisco fire called upon him to 
assume a man's work to his days as Chief and reorganizer of forces in Havana, Detroit 
and Chicago. A man of courage and principle, who believed in the importance of science 
and intelligence in police work, adopted the unknown and discarding the obsolete held 
no fear for him. Vollmer was responsible for use of the lie detector, reorganiza- 
tion of city jails, rehabilitation practices in prisons, recruitment of "college 
cops", dismemberment of gambling houses, guided always by general principles of 
criminology. An interesting low pitched account. (4/14.) 


Smith, George 0. Putnam 
Illus. R. C. Proschaska $2.75 
MATHEMATICS: THE LANGUAGE OF SCIENCE 


* ",....It is the complicated Universe in which we live that makes mathematics 
necessary to understand it. If it were a simple Universe, we could use simple words 
to describe it.” Yet in a warm conversational style using the simplest language 
possible, this author introduces us to some basic mathematical discoveries beginning 
with primitive methods of counting and the Greek and Roman development of number sym- 
bols. <A baseball anecdote illustrating the importance of Zero, first recognized by 
the Hindus, is sure to strike home with youngsters. Highlights, clearly delineated, 
of the major contributions of Thales and Pythagoras, Copernicus, Galilleo, Keppler 
and Newton utilize a similar easily understandable approach. What will be a spring- 
board for the mathematically inclined will also serve as a guide for the less avid. 
(2/15. LC: 61-5711) 


Fermi, Laura Random House-Landmark 
THE STORY OF ATOMIC ENERGY $1.95 


* The only prerequisite necessary for appreciation here is a keen interest 
in matters scientific. A minimum of technical terminology is employed along with 
an absence of equations and the like, so that the teenager interested but not well 
versed in science can comprehend a most vital story which began 2400 years ago when 
Democritus named the smallest indivisible particles in creation "atoms". The work 
and discoveries of such scientists as Dalton, Rutherford, Bohr, the Curies, Fermi, 
Meitner, Frisch, Szilard and Einstein provide the springboard from which the story 
of atomic energy takes shape. As each discovery is highlighted and interrelated a 
coherent picture emerges both "negatively and positively charged" with the destruc- 
tive and peaceful uses of atomic energy. (4/3. LC: 61-7589) 
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Bentley, Phyllis Roy 
Illus. Marie Hartley THE YOUNG BRONTES $3 .00 


The girlhood days of the Bronte sisters, their life in Haworth Parsonage, their 
relationship to Papa, their brother and Aunt Branwell is the prime concern of this bio- 
graphy. Their life at school is described with a special chapter on Charlotte's experien- 
ces at Roe Head. How the girls created their own little books and "magazines", how they 
built their imaginary kingdom of Great Glasstown, which ambitions were realized and which 
were not are revealed in a biography that will interest anyone who is familiar with the 
literary works of Charlotte and Emily. (3/20. LC:60-14476) 


The basic weakness in the following three books would seem to be that concentra- 
tion on the youthful years of these world figures holds small appeal for this age group. 


Cadell, James Roy 
THE YOUNG LAWRENCE OF ARABIA $3 .00 


This is a biography of Ned Lawrence's early years. His boyhood, his stint in 
the army, his college days are covered along with his trips to France and Syria, highlighted 
by a cloak-and-dagger capture and release by desert marauders. His sharp mind, his abi- 
lity to absorb languages and his developed interest in archaeology come through. But there 
is only a glimpse in the last chapter of his real achievements, his work as a spy for the 
British, his life in Arabia. Perhaps for those enthusiasts who are familiar with this 
man's later life, this picture of his boyhood days would shed light on future accomplish- 
ments. But for American teenagers, this is dull reading, not here recommended. (2/27. 
LC: 60-14480 ) 


Cooper, Lettice Roy 
Illus, Denise Brown THE YOUNG FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE $3 .00 
From the very beginning, Florence was different from her cousins and friends. € 


Anecdotes about her desire to mend a doll's leg, treat a wounded dog and save a pony 
illustrate her compassion for the sick. Inside, she felt like a "monster"; outside she 
longed for a special call from the Almighty similar to Joan of Arc's. Eventually she does 
hear that call, and with it her monster fantasy disappears. Except for the Florence 
ee this little story of her early years holds little appeal. (3/20. 
LC:60-14479 


~ Mitchison, Naomi Roy 
THE YOUNG ALEXANDER THE GREAT $3 .00 


The life of Alexander the Great through his early manhood is presented in erudite 
if not fascinating form. We view his boyhood as son of the King, his hunting expeditions, 
taking the wild horse, Bucephalus, his trips to the wars. Most of all we note the enormous 
influence of his tutor Aristotle in opening Alexander's eyes to the world and to men. (2/27. 
LC :60-14477) 

THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Stolz, Mary Harper 
WAIT FOR ME, MICHAEL $2.75 Lib. $2.73 


* Out of the pages of one of Anny's beloved novels walked a real live flesh and 
blood hero, Michael, aspiring playwright and boarder at Anny's house. Although Anny 
Miles longs to grow up and reveal her more womanly emotions, she finds a childish camou- 
flage safer. With Michael's interest in other people, Anny moves a little out of her pre- 
vious world which consisted of her avid reading and her vivacious life-loving mother. She 
begins to know the other boarders in the house, accepting some, rejecting others. But her 


mother's unrequited love for Mr. Wade and Michael's budding love for Mrs. Miles, leaves e 


Anny quite out in the cold. Michael departs from the scene with the summer's end, play un- 
finished. Now slowly and painfully Anny abandons her fantasy life and substitutes real ex- 
periences for it. At 20, reminiscing on that faraway time, she realizes she has bridged 
the gap between feelings and behavior and no longer needs Michael to prove her womanhood. 
Plot here is secondary to the sensitive insights revealed. A truly mature piece for the 
alive teenage girl. (4/12. LC:61-7329) 














a 



























































February 1, 1961 ihirteen to Fifteen- Fictton— continue! 109 (J-77) 


Beyer, Audrey White Knopf 
THE SAPPHIRE PENDANT $3 .00 


» 


* A first rate novel set during the Napoleonic war between France and England. 
Elizabeth manages to escape her young guardian Pierre whom she believes to be a traitor 
to England. Her boyish disguise gets her accidentally pressed into naval service aboard 
ship, and her indignation leads the captain to make more suitable use of her talents. 

f As a spy in Napoleon's household, Elizabeth is shocked to discover Pierre's courageous 

i espionage work for England. A dramatic escape brings hero and heroine back to England 

| and a final happy union as man and wife. All the ingredients of romance, suspense, 
intrigue and historic atmosphere are present in this captivating story. (3/22) 





Furman, A. L.- <d. Lantern 
EVERYGIRLS' DETECTIVE STORIES $2.95 


The Everygirls' Library series now adds to its annals six choice detective 
stories in which teenage feminine heroines from New England to the South to the West 
Coast exhibit their sleuthing talents to solve diversified mysteries. Patricia 

1 McCune, Florence Kerrigan and Kay Haugaard make welcome appearance through their 
respective offerings, “he 3lue Cap, The Christy Place and The Thief of Silver Spray. 

| The longest story is first; Lee Priestly's mystery of international intrigue in 

| which part of the Hungarian National treasury, secretly converted to diamonds, and 
hidden within steel jewels, is safely recovered by Karen, a Hungarian refugee living 
| in the U. S. and her American friend, Persis. The Gallery of Art in San Francisco 

is the setting where Toy Ying Lee prevents the theft of a valuable and beloved Ch'ing 
{ vase, via Charlotte Hoffman's Love, 8ut Not Too Much. Seth Harmon writes plausible 

| explanations into his story of strange occurrences in the haunted house of an old 
river boat captain. Absorbing fare to fill several relaxed hours. (2/15. LC:61-5218) 


Andrews, Mary Evans Longmans, Green 
HOSTAGE TO ALEXANDER $3.75 f 


Half Persian, half Greek, Damon is captured and held hostage by the army of 
| Alexander as the great warrior descends upon the Persian Empire. Trained as a cadet, 
| Damon follows the Greek army through Tyre, to Bactria to Babylonia, always searching 
for his brother Leon fighting on the side of Darius. With Darius’ death, his army 
divides its support and Leon dies just as Damon finds him. With Bessus of Bactria 
in power, Alexander is spurred on to further battle. Against this background, Damon 
i has many adventures, all of which slowly lead him to a recognition of Alexander's 
| greatness. Thus, when he is discharged from service, he chooses to remain with the 

conqueror. Some exciting moments occur in a story in which character motivation is 
never fully developed. Essential to comprehension is some knowledge of this era. 


(4/2? LC: 61-9746) 4/24 


| Archibald, Joe Macrae-Smith 
OUTFIELD ORPHAN $2.95 


| Against the background of major league baseball, Benjie Sadler struggles 

| with and eventually overcomes an exaggerated racial self-consciousness. Convinced 

of personally directed prejudice at every turn, wounded by every remark, alone in an 

| isolated world, his skill as batter and fielder are soon affected. Even his trade to 
another team is likened to slavery. From the majors, back to the minors and again 


) , into the majors, through experiences good and bad with black and white alike, Benjie 
@) soon comes to recognize the personal character of his isolation, and with courage and 


a more realistic self-image assumes his place as a member of the human race. A human 
interest story set in the feverish atmosphere of the baseball diamond insures palatable 
reading for the young sport. (4/10. LC: 61-8302) 
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Nielsen, Virginia McKay 
THE ROAD TO THE VALLEY $2.95 

* The Mormons are preparing to continue their arduous trek to Utah, interrupted oo 


by the Mexican War. With the death of her father, fifteen year old Ellen assumes the res- 
ponsibility of guiding her mother and brother in their frail wagon on this long journey. 
Chris Denham, a Missourian, is Ellen's friend and helper through the hardships she en- 
counters, the greatest of which is emotional rather than physical. Her hatred and jealousy 
of Zina Safford is resolved in a dramatic episode in which Chris, Ellen and Zina, intending 
to make their way alone, discover an avenue of rescue from the paralyzing snow for the 
entire wagon train. Because the story does not recount a thousand and one adventures, the 
problems and incidents take on shading and realism creating a moving story of wagon train 
life. (4/? LC:61-6107) 


Nourse, Alan E. McKay 
TIGER BY THE TAIL $3 .50 


* With space legs well oiled and antennae vibrating, prepare for another breath- 
less journey into the world of science fiction, transported deluxe via Alan Nourse's 
stories gathered from the pages of the leading science fiction magazines. Here we en- 
counter an aluminum-thirsty pocketbook with a strange universe attached, a remarkable cure 
for the common cold, frightening invasions of earth, a starship pilot-to-be and a full 
range of additional fabricated intrigue to make an escape from reality utterly delicious 
within the safety of paper pages. (3/7) 


Ivan Obolensky 


Kaufmann, Herbert 
ADVENTURE IN THE DESERT $2.95 


Illus. Eugene Karlin 


Mid-e-Mid, a wandering troubador, has many adventures as he travels through the 
Sahara desert. He is captured by Abu Bakr, he flees from the gourmier, he meets Kalil the 
fool and spends some interesting time with Admadou and Dangi in a ravine. We are also * 
introduced to Red Moon, the prince of the desert and the beautiful girl High Summer, daugh- 
ter of the Marabut. Based on the author's personal experiences in this area of the world, 
the book is filled with strange names’, places and customs, all of which unfurl in a rhyth- 


mic prose. To appreciate fully, some concentrated initial effort is required on the part 
of the reader. Awarded this the German Young People's Prize in 1958. (3/20. LC:61-9844) 
Brown, Pamela Taplinger 
AS FAR AS SINGAPORE $2.50 


* Although her financial situation forbids the trip, 18 year old Fenella longs to 
rejoin her parents in Penang. Thus she is overjoyed when her ad in the London Times re- 
sults in a position as governess to two Chinese children to be relayed to the Chongs, their 
parents, in Singapore. The exciting often humorous details of the airline voyage, the 
efforts of Fenella to locate the Chongs on arrival, informative descriptions of the sights, 
people and food of this far-away land as the trio are guided by Fuong, an irrepressible cab 
driver, and elements of intrigue and romance promise first rate reading for teenage girls, 
via smooth and seasoned writing. (3/15) 


Westminster 
LET'S GO STEADY $2.95 


Teenagers Pat and Kirk are "in love". Their bathing suits and school outfits 
match, but apparently their temperaments do not. Kirk is a fiercely jealous partner who 
demands all of Pat's time and attention and is especially incensed when Pat offers homework 
help to Joe. The split-up is inevitable. Although Pat appreciates Joe's friendship and 
valuable assistance in nursing Davy, the family moneky, back to health, she soon tires of 
understanding and kindness and longs for Kirk's "criticism". And so in the end, having 

“gotten to know herself" Pat returns to her former "love" Although twisted values comprise 
the prime offense in this inept offering, we may also “aa rampant cliche and unreal character 
handling to the list. The growing teenager would do well to ignore this. (3/13. LC:61-5180) 


Priddy, Frances 
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Gibson, Charles Abelard-Schuman 
WANDERING BEAUTIES $3.50 


* .......'"Even in this age of jets, rockets and infernal noises", sailing 
still captivates man. Why - this book does not attempt to answer; How - is its 
prime concern. A history book from the viewpoint of sailing vessels, significant 
voyages across the seven seas from the time of the Pharaohs until today are traced 
with a double emphasis on the vessels and how they operated, and on the courageous 
men who made sailing history. The stories of the Greek merchant ships, the Viking 
ships, St. Paul's eventful journey, pirate expeditions, famous explorations, trading 
junks in the China Seas, Yankee clippers and modern sailboats of merit comprise only 
a portion of this storehouse of information illustrated with diagrams and fine glossy 
photographs. Excellent background material for the young stalwart with the call of 
the sea in his veins. (2/21. LC: 60-13697) 


Lovejoy, Bahija Abingdon 
OTHER BIBLE LANDS $3.95 


Such ancient lands as Mesopotamia, Aden and Babylonia are revisited as the 
history, geography, culture and present day life unfold in eight countries of the 
Middle East; Arabia, Iraq, Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Turkey and Iran. Wherever 
possible, each country is introduced with an appropriate quotation from the Bible. 
Facts abound concerning religion, commerce and industry, education and archaeology 
as well as special information salient to a particular locale and people. A timely 
text, knowledgeably written with supporting maps and illustrations by Robert A. 
Jones. (3/13. LC: 61-5095) 


Hartogs, Renatus, M.D. & Bobbs-Merrill 
Fletcher, Helen Jill $3.25 
HOW TO GROW UP SUCCESSFULLY 


Many questions plaguing teenagers as they grapple with the problems of 
adolescence are answered in this introduction to psychology designed for personal 
application. Illustrative anecdotes, straightforward explanation, advice and rules 
are the vehicles through which the authors discuss intelligence, scores of emotional 
problems and reactions, parental motivations, oedipal situations, relationships, and 
sex problems. Recognizing the painful difficulties involved in growing up, an at- 
tempt is made to shed light on the process and provide help for the floundering or 
confused. The result is only partially successful. Sound information is often 
obliterated by over-zealous efforts to solve problems here and now and to transform 
the perceptive teenager into an amateur psychologist by providing him with the tools 
(tests and questionnaires) for what will ultimately become psychological "parlor 
games". (3/13. LC: 61-7900) 


Osmond, Edward Criterion 
FROM DRUMBEAT TO TICKERTAPE $3 .95 


* The history of communications has its origin in man's first desire to re- 
late to his fellowman. Tracing this history to the present day with fuller more 
complete emphasis on the past, is accomplished with rare skill by this aythor. Each 
contribution by man in the field of communications from every corner of the Universe. 
is blended into one comprehensive unit of progress, from ancient methods of record 
keeping, picture writing, hieroglyphics, the Phoenician system of writing, the Greek 
alphabet and its Etruscan version, medieval manuscripts, paper and print inventions, 
to modern newspapers, radio and television. Magnificent illustrations elucidate 
this highly informative, ably written text. (2/24. LC: 60-10798) 
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Franchere, Ruth Crowell 
STEPHEN CRANE $2.75 


* In this adroitly executed biography of Stephen Crane, dates and facts are sub- ee 


ordinate and supplementary to the overall portrait of the man. A talented writer, who 
had achieved fame in his lifetime, Stephen Crane died as he had lived, tortured and 
fraught with anxiety. His career as journalist, poet and novelist is traced along with 
the background and birth of such works as The Red Badge of Courage, Maggie: Girl of the 
Streets and The Open Boat The sticky sentimentality of the popular literary works of 
his day was the antithesis of Crane's philosophy. His struggle to bring reality to the 
printed page and his personal observations of sordid poverty deeply affected his life. 
From the police courts of Syracuse, to life on skid row, to the bullets of Guantanamo 
Bay, his writings reflected his experiences, most of which are retold here with insight 
and understanding. (3/15. LC:61-7166) 


Lavine, Sigmund A. Dodd, Mead 
Illus. Gerald McCann FAMOUS INDUSTRIALISTS $3.00 


These short biographical sketches focus on the motivation, problems and occupa- 
tional development of well known industrialists, past and present, whose names have become 
familiar by-words in modern American life. Chosen from a wide variety of fields, the 
achievements of these men comprise success stories designed to inform if not inspire the 
budding young innovator. Among the tycoons brought under inspection are Cyrus McCormick, 
Andrew Carnegie, George Westinghouse, Clarence Birdseye, Henry Ford, Conrad Hilton and 
Walt Disney. (4/10. LC:61-7035) 


Ludden, Allen Dodd, Mead 
PLAIN TALK ABOUT COLLEGE $3 .00 


Marshal your energies, line up at the post, listen for the bell, and Zoom, get * 


into the race! That great unrelenting competitive race in which he who does not wish to 
win or participate is labeled “unamerican" or at least in possession of "phony values”. 
Contradictions abound as this author in "plain talk" (which does not for a moment conceal 
his stale stodginess) lets us in on the ways to achieve "real values" and an "uncluttered 
attitude" via lists of "how-tos and "dos and don'ts". The student who is well motivated 
toward an activity finds no problem in concentration and mastery. Therefore, kids, get 
motivated toward your studies; they're really fascinating! Can the student who has been 
reared in competition, marks, getting in and getting ahead possibly appreciate the intrin- 
sic values of college, learning for instance? This author thinks he can have both. If 
schooling is regarded as a lap in a race track, it is difficult for the racer to appreciate 
the scenery en route, and no class or lesson on how to "listen", "study" or "concentrate" 
will change that. To rely on this "guide" is to feed neurotic problems at best, and develop 
an ulcer at worst. (4/10. LC:61-7034) 


Wibberley, Leonard Farrar, Straus & Cudahy - Ariel 
SEA CAPTAIN FROM SALEM $2.95 


History would have honored the Captain from Salem had Benjamin Franklin mentioned 
his name in the treaty drawn up between France and the colonies. Franklin would not de- 
tract from all the heroes of the Revolution by singling out one however. He would leave 
the matter of the great deeds of the Captain from Salem, Peace of God Manly, to the future 
historians. The author presents this well researched story by following the battles of 
this sea captain whose orders were to prove to the French that the might of the British 
fleet was a mere phantom, and outlining reaction to his victories in scenes at the House 
of Lords and at the European home of Benjamin Franklin. With the help of some Irish fisher- 


men, Peace of God, believed dead, managed to take an English lugger into the port of & 


L'Orient, giving final impetus to the crucial French decision. Stories of unsung heroes 
are always enlightening, but this one in particular with its sea jargon and battle des- 
criptions, should appeal more to a masculine audience. (3/3. LC:61-6967) 
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Campion, Nardi Reeder Little, Brown 
PATRICK HENRY $3.75 


* This fictionized biography of a great leader is written with spirit and 
moves at a swift pace. The facts of Henry's life, his boyhood and marriage, his 
associations with Washington and John Randolph and other great names of that day, 
his work as commander-in-chief of Virginia's army, his position as Governor of 
Virginia, are skillfully woven around the underlying issues of revolutionary times. 
An interesting comparison between two men of great fame, Henry and Jefferson, sheds 
light on the characters of both men. The effectiveness of Patrick Henry's leadership 
emerges clearly to justify the subtitle of the book, Firebrand of the Revolution. 
Quotations are liberally used in a biography which should have wide appeal for his- 
tory-minded teenagers or those interested in an amazing era. (4/5. LC: 61-5329) 


Gendron, Val Longmans, Green 
THE DRAGON TREE $3 .OF 


Val Gendron has undertaken the gigantic task of presenting the incredible 
life and work, the staggering accomplishments, of Alexander von Humboldt, scientist, 
explorer, statesman. Penetrating research is reflected in the delineation of facts 
and details, but more significantly in the objective overall view of the man. The 
strange dragon tree ironically nurtured in the Botanical Gardens of Berlin symbolized 
for Alexander the unknown mysteries of the world, mysteries which he vowed one day to 
solve. Unable to bind an amazing intellect to one subject of specialization, von 
Humboldt made original contributions in such areas as zoology, physiology, botany, 
astronomy, geology and oceanography. His travels to Mexico, the tropics and South 
America led to many anthropological discoveries as well. The author outlines von 
Humboldt's last unfinished literary work Cosmos and includes 8 additional plates from 
his works as illustrations. A biography for the more mature student. (4/7 LC:61-7881) 

Li? 

Hirshberg, Al et 

THE MAN WHO FOUGHT BACK $2.95 


A detailed play by play biography of Red Schoendienst, a man who met each 
obstacle in his long career with the fortitude of a true fighter. Physical ailments 
and temporary disabilities climaxed by a siege of tuberculosis could not vanquish the 
spirit of man. We follow the ups and downs of Red's career as second baseman for the 
Cardinals, Giants, Braves and Cardinals again, completing the circuit. Erratic bat- 
ting average and lack of leadership were manager Frank Lane's reasons for Red's 
original trade. Mr. Lane's mistake eventually cost him his job as Red's new found 
leadership and improved playing provided inspiration for the subsequent teams to 
which he gave his all. Playing highlights from 1945 to the present are graphically 
described in this story of a remarkably robust and talented athlete opt 10:61 surely 


score with baseball fans everywhere. Illustrated with photographs. ? LC:61-6372) 
Set 
McKown, Robin Messner 
SHE LIVED FOR SCIENCE $2.95 


A less well-known story than the Curies' but an equally dramatic one is that 
of their daughter Irene. The record of her scientific achievements cannot be separ- 
ated from her biography, since,from early childhood, Irene was imbued with the same 
love and talent for science that inspired her parents. At the Institute of Radium, 
she met Frederic Joliot and with him went on to her most significant accomplishments. 
In pondering the facts concerning the strucute and character of the atom, Irene and 
Frederic made a contribution in the discovery of artifical radioactivity which won 
them the Nobel Prize. But like Marie, Irene scrupulously avoided the spotlight, con- 
tinuing to delve into the wonders of nuclear physics, literally giving her life when 
an overexposure to radioactivity finally claimed it. An interesting well researched 
biography. (4/? LC: 61-7996) 
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Neal, Harry Edward Messner 
TREASURES BY THE MILLIONS $3.50 


The Smithsonian Institution composed of such branches as The Freer Art Gallery, 
The National Zoological Park, The Air Museum, has a myriad of fascinating stories to 
recount; stories of its acquisition and preservation of treasures, of the scientists and 
researchers who traveled to the far corners of the earth to uncover them, stories of the 
treasures themselves. Mr. Neal has chosen from the small fraction of exhibits open to the 
public as well as from those behind the scenes to tell their stories and to describe the 
work of the specialists who maintain them. A book to enhance any forthcoming trip to the 
Smithsonian, to crystallize any previous trip, or to make possible a vicarious one. Illus- 
trated with photographs. (4/? LC:61-7999) 


Noble, Iris Messner 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE $2.95 


The early life of Shakespeare is here retold, from humble beginnings in Stratford, 
his marriage to Anne Hathaway, his yearning for poetry and truth, his final break with his 
past when he joined the strolling players. The more fascinating second part of his life, 
the background and birth of such works as Henry VI, and Richard III, his political invol- 
vements, his love for the "Dark Lady” are all told against the exciting era in which he 
lived. Incidents and anecdotes in a fictionized biography by an accomplished biographer 
should shed light and appreciation on the works of Shakespeare as the reader turns from 
this to the original writings. (4/? LC:61-7995) 


Shirer, William L. Random House-Wforld Landmark 
THE RISE AND FALL OF ADOLPH HITLER $1.95 


* This is an important book recommended for every awakening teenager and guaranteed 
to capture and sustain profound attention from the first to the last page. No dull re- 
corder of dates and events, this author imparts his own observations of Hitler as he saw 
him during his rise to power. Against the political climate of the 20s and 30s, each step 
toward Hitler's coup is included, the Beer Hall Putsch, his imprisonment and diabolical 
prediction in Mein Kampf, rabble-rousing organizing and final chancellorship. Details of 
his initial bloodless conquests, his treaties and then the events of World War II are 
presented. German defeat and Hitler's gradual disintegration, all the major events of his 
"ploody. trail" emerge to create a full double portrait, of the paranoid Vienna tramp and 
of his monstrous deeds. Facts throughout are authenticated with quotations and eye witness 
reports. A knowledgeable dramatic account. (4/3. LC:61-7317) 


Taylor, Duncan Roy 
ANCIENT ROME $3 .25 


An objective survey of the rise and fall of the Roman Empire, this book includes 
both the accomplishments and shortcomings of that great civilization. From the time of 
Romulus and Remus, the kingdom, the republic and the empire, through the wars which caused 
the downfall of Rome, the full history is traced. Pompey, Cato, Augustus, Nero, Marcus 
Aurelius pass through these pages along with events like the eruption of Vesuvius and the 


« 


murder of Caesar. Illustrated with maps, drawings and photographs for the classical oriented 


student. (4/3. LC:60-16402) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Hazeltine, Alice I.- £d. Abingdon 
HERO TALES $5.95 


* To enrich the background of the mature reader, Alice Hazeltine has gathered to- 
gether thirty historic tales by a score of authors, which depict the adventures of the epic 
hero as he has come down from many lands through history. El Cid, Rama, Achilles, King 
Arthur, Odysseus, Siegfried, Frithiof are a mere few of the heroeswhose plights and deeds 
any unfold in a rich compendium, sumptuously illustrated by Gordon Laite. (3/13. 
LC :61-509 
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Stone, Irving Doubleday 
THE AGONY AND THE ECSTASY $3.50 


* While previous works on Michelangelo either never fulfilled the picture of 
the man or were beyond the means of the average reader, this extraordinary work is 
fully rewarding on every count. Against the surging many-threaded setting of the 
Renaissance, Michelangelo emerges with his own many-sided genius. In addition, 
Stone writes out of intimate personal acquaintance with techniques of the artistic 
triumphs of Michelangelo. F.R. p. 56. (3/17. LC: 61-6520) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


de Camp, L. Sprague Doubleday 
THE HEROIC AGE OF AMERICAN INVENTION $4.50 


Recommended for boys feeling their way into science, this is a detailed 
account of American inventors and inventions as absorbing as any whodunit. Begin- 
ning with the reorganization of American Patent laws and ending with American entry 
into World War I, this tells of the cotton-gin, and the steamboat, the telegraph 
and the telephone, compressing the whole genius of American invention into one 


volume. F.R. p. 93. (3/24. LC: 61-7647) 


Kschessinska Doubleday 
DANCING IN PETERSBURG $4.95 


For balletomanes, this is doubtless a fascinating account of a leading 
force in the arts, for these are the memoirs of the prima ballerina assoluta Of the 
Imperial Russian ballet. Her childhood, her years of ballets, reviews, ovations, 
admirers, backstage quarrels, her life among the talented and nobility are recorded 
with an odd schoolgirl quality. F.R. p. 84. (3/3. LC: 60-16442) 


Jones, Candy Harper 
FINISHING TOUCHES $3.95 


A beauty and fashion book intended for anyone from late teens to the early 
4O's, it gives definite and extensive recommendations on care and upkeep of skin, 
hair, hands, figure, clothes with advice on how to camouflage face and figure flaws, 
improve speech and voice and present a generally poised and polished appearance. 
Sure feminine appeal... F.R. p. 94. (3/29. LC: 61-6200) 


Callahan, North Holt, Rinehart & Winston 


DANIEL MORGAN $5.00 
Ranger of the Revolution 


A definitive biography of a spectacular and oddly neglected hero of the 
American Revolution. A huge frontiersman with a violent temper, he participated in 
the French and Indian War, the abortive attack on Canada under Benedict Arnold, the 
battle of Saratoga, and defeated the British at the Cowpens in one of the decisive 
battles of the Revolution. Uneven in style, over-fictionized, but an important 
addition to American military annals. F.R. p. 41 (2/20. LC: 61-5300) 
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Borland, Hal Lippincott 


THE DOG WHO CAME TO STAY $3.75 i] 

The relationship of a man and a dog and its mutual responsibilites is shown 6 1] 
without sentimentality-for Dog's best friend. Pat, the spotted foxhound and the puppy | ia 
Mike are taken in by the Borlands in their northwestern Connecticut home. How Pat's ; if 
personality develops with numerous evidences of earlier training, how he sustains ac- | 
cidents and injuries and comes to know his real home fill the pages of this first rate 
dog story. Full report on p. 83. (2/25. LC:61-5994) | i 


Paradis, Adrian A. McKay | 
THE NEW LOOK IN BANKING $3.50 | | 


* What was once a staid tradition-bound profession has been transformed in modern 
years into an exciting multi-purpose industry with a dire need for the talents of young ij 
women for whom there is ample and varied space. This lively exploration of the many i 
aspects of banking including savings and commercial banks, loan associations, brokerage 
firms, factoring companies and credit unions, utilities quotations and anecdotes, inter- 
views and behind-the-scenes tours to introduce the vast job opportunities for women in 
finance. The stories of such famous women bankers as Virginia Furman, Mary Roebling, and ) 
Ivy Baker Priest point up the possibilities for achievement in this field. Positions for 
college and high school graduates are described in an enticing and comprehensive survey. 


(4/2 LC:61-6109) 


Richardson, Dr. Frank H. Tupper & Love 
. FOR YOUNG ADULTS ONLY $2.95 


A long list of problems that concern teenagers in our society today has been 
assessed in a conversational style with fictional anecdotes. The pros and cons of os 
drinking, smoking and owning a car, problems of dating and petting, sources of teenage 
rebellion and feelings of inferiority, conflicts arising in family and peer relations, 
and home and school adjustment are among the topics individually delineated in each 
chapter. Dr. Richardson, however, has a definite point of view on all these matters, and 
although he self consciously requests pardon for preaching throughout, the book, osten- 
sibly, an objective survey and description of young adult problems, is in reality a guide 
of a. and "don'ts" in which a highly moral, religious tone dominates. (3/22. LC:61- 
10270 : 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


1035 (J-343) Burnford, Sheila- THE INCREDIBLE JOURNEY- from 2/8 to 3/15 (Little, <a ! 
A.M.P. | 

7 (J-7) Dobbs, Rose- £d.- MORE ONCE-UPON-A-TIME STORIES- definite date 3/3 (Random House) 
9 (J-9) Kepple, Ella H.-/d.- THREE CHILDREN OF CHILE- from 3/? to 4/25 (Friendship) | i 

11 (J-11) Seredy, Kate- A BRAND NEW UNCLE- definite date 3/20 (Viking) 

17 (J-17) Holmberg, Ake- MARGARET'S STORY- definite date 3/20 (Viking) 

21 (J-21) Woodbury, David 0.- OUTWARD BOUND FOR SPACE- price from $3.95 to $4.50 

(Little, Brown- A.M.P.) 

51 (J-23) Kraus, Robert- THE LITTLEST RABBIT- from 3/1 to 3/29 (Harper) 

51 (J-23) Udry, Janice May- LET'S BE ENEMIES- from 3/29 to 3/1 (Harper) BE 
55 (J-27) Best, Herbert- DESMOND'S FIRST CASE- definite date 3/20 (Viking) 

59 (J-31) Levy, Mimi Cooper- CARAVAN FROM TIMBUKTU- from 3/? to 4/? (Viking) «& 

62 (J-34) Commager, Evan- VALENTINE- from 3/15 to 4/12 (Harper) | & 
63 (J-35) Norman, Charles- ORIMHA OF THE MOHAWKS- from 3/13 to 4/17 (Macmillan) 

65 (J-37) Daugherty, Charles M.- SEARCHERS OF THE SEA- from 3/? to 4/? (Viking) 
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GOURMET'S CHOICE - AND PLAIN FARE 


I 

For special, and more sophisticated tastes- Penelope Mortimer's short stories— SATUR- 
| DAY LUNCH WITH THE BROWNINGS (McGraw-Hill) and John Cheever's SOME PEOPLE, PLACES AND 
H THINGS THAT WILL NOT APPEAR IN MY NEXT NOVEL (Harper) both have the NEW YORKER cachet; 
\ also worldly, rather brilliant, and in the longer form— Nancy Mitford's DON'T TELL 

i ALFRED (Harper) and for her coterie, Iris Murdoch's A SEVERED HEAD (Viking); and down 
| to meat and potatoes— on name largely—- a new Erich Maria Remargue-— HEAVEN HAS NO 

| FAVORITES (Harcourt, Brace) and for tea and toast- R. M. Dashwood's PROVINCIAL 
DAUGHTER (Simon & Schuster). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


February 21 


Mortimer, Penelope McGraw-Hill ‘ 
SATURDAY LUNCH WITH THE BROWNINGS $3.95 ~ 


} * Many of these short stories appeared originally in the Wew Yorker, and it 
may well be a proof (while not a limitation) of their staying power that if they 
| qt q were read there initially- they will certainly be remembered. Penelope Mortimer, 
while dealing with very ordinary people and commonplace situations, has an unfailing- 
ly true touch, and these stories of husbands and wives, parents and children range 
in emotional caliber from times of mutual exasperation, fretfulness and regret to 
acute individual torment. Among the former, the disconsolate domestic vistas of ' 
people who are very close- and very far apart- the title story, Second Honeymoon, 
1] What a Lovely Surprise, The King of Kissingdom can all be loosely aligned. Tougher, 
and more terrible, are her stories in which children are the casualties- the story 
of a girl's exclusion in a second marriage- The White Rabbit, and The Renegade in 
i] which a free-thinking Vicar demonstrates the cowardice of his convictions at the 
expense of his runaway daughter. Not to omit the despair of The Parson and his | 
lifelong search for a belief he could not satisfy- or the expensive vindication of 
I Told You So ~and- and- and..... All of them, while smarting to savage in their 
effects, are also compassionate and tender and sometimes marvelously funny- and they 
! ’ should find a responsive audience, perhaps largely among women, as well as the 
! critical admiration they have already occasioned. (LC:61-6818) 


| |" ; March 3 


| | Strogoff, Stephan Random House 
THE RUSSIANS $3.75 


ee This is a short first novel by a young Russian, who although raised com- 

& pletely under Communism, recognized a lack of freedom there and escaped to France. 

| , There, according to the introduction by Joseph Kessel, he has been shocked as much 

@ by the shortcomings of democracy. The novel has nothing to do with any of this, but 
is instead an examination of Anton Sviriagin, an agronomist, who collaborated with 

the Germans during World War II because of his almost obsessive love of the land. 
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After the war he goes with his wife (who is unaware of his treachery) to the far North 
to build his own farmstead away from civilization and to raise a large family in the 
wilderness. But both the weakness of character which led him to betrayal in the first 
piace and his avenging, Party-member brother find him out, and the book ends in a welter 
of blood. It is an uneven and jumpy book, trying, presumably, to examine the Russian 
character and the Russian sense of fate and justice. But Anton understands himself 
very little and the reader understands him only a little more. His story is therefore 
one of those fatalistic tragedies which goes on and on to its dreadful end. Honor and 
morality are satisfied, but the reader is not because he never was made to care in the 
first place. (LC: 61-6240) 


March 6 


Lord, Eda Simon & Schuster 
CHILDSPLAY $3.75 


A guileless, first person tattletale begins in the midwest of 1911, when, 
motherless at four, she is first taken to her grandparents and has a brief exposure to 
an ancient regime upbringing (she is given Zoroaster to read; Lord Chesterfield is read 
to her as a corrective). But when her father remarries, she gets a fullfledged brother- 
Jimmy- one year older- and joins them in the migratory years to follow (her father is a 
mining engineer). Most of these Xinderscenen deal however with the happy times shared 
with Jimmy ("Motheranne" doesn't bother too much with them) playing an endless naval 
warfare game; there are duller times at school; there's a late night sortie to a friend 
and prevaricating which makes her realize that "the truth did not seem big enough"; 
there's the hiring of Miss Wigham who applies a hairbrush to the youngsters- but steals 
out in their mother's clothes; there's a long trip alone with Jimmy to Tennessee- and 
the loss of their money and tickets- which leaves them stranded, except for a man of 
Cods and finally her father's death which ends these vignettes when she is nine.... 
While there may be a little adult superimposition here, still- this youngster is "grown 
up and observant" to begin with (her grandfather)- adaptable and enterprising too- :so 
that this small memoir has a warm and very natural appeal, with no tremors of a special 
sensitivity or precocity. (LC: 61-5840) 


March 9 


Hilliard, Jan Abe lard- Schuman 
MIRANDA $3 .95 


Miranda is the mother of Jess and Rose, and it is Rose who tells her story- 
and theirs- of the five years they spend in Canada with, and later, without Alfie, their 
father, ten years older than the wife who is unsuited to normal domestic duties (either 
motherly or wifely) but who provides a great deal of pleasure- and concern. For Miranda, 
with her slightly flashy looks, has firm ideas of how they should live and fanciful no- 
tions of what she'd like to be (British upper class), and these sit badly in the new 
("“uncivilized"- Miranda) country to which she takes them. While Alfie is happy on a 
farm at first, Miranda is not, and insists on the move to town where he is both unhappy 
and unsuccessful as a salesman. But, always gay and lively, she cajoles him into stay- 
ing there, after his death takes in lodgers, and it is the girls who grow up to keep a 
watchful eye on her- first in her courtship by Jack Williams (he still won't marry her), 


then during the episode with "po-faced" Mr. Parker, just to "cheer him up". These annals 


end as they move on to Boston, and the girls are aware that Miranda's unpredictable, not 
always suitable, activities will go on.... Without the sharper touches of The Jameson 
G:ris~ opus previous- this is still realistic, warm and comfortable entertainment. 


(LC: 61-7095) 
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March 14 


Wakeman, Frederic Simon & Schuster 
THE FAULT OF THE APPLE $3.95 


Ben Bryden is a successful novelist, supposedly happily married, the father 
of two typical American children. His career in a slump, he's persuaded to become 
an independent film producer, adapting one of his novels into a foreign made "art" 
movie, a vehicle for a new European actress. In Europe he reluctantly falls in love 
with the beautiful and strange actress,Maria Ezlo, who is herself involved in a marriage 
simply of convenience. The novel is then mainly concerned with Bryden's conflict of 
loyalties. His affections for his children never change though they are sadly dis- 
appointed in him. His wife is no longer the cool, sensible partner she once was and 
her hysteria, though alienating him, forces him back into the line of duty. Fora 
while. Eventually her true acquisitive nature becomes apparent and finally he leaves 
her for a more meaningful love. The basic substance of the plot is, of course, quite 
believable but the alterations in character which develop are not. The author has 
concealed all the clues essential to an honest and convincing resolution. Wakeman is 
the author of The Hucksters, The Saxon Charm and others. (LC:61-7020 ) 


March 15 


Telscombe, Anne Ives Washburn 
MISS BAGSHOT GOES TO MOSCOW $3.50 


A first novel from England takes a chance on an eccentric spinster whose 
addiction to travel - in her own way - makes her the focus of what could become an 
international incident when her trip to Russia lands her, involuntarily, in the news. 
For Miss Lavinia Bagshot inadvertently becomes part of the Anti-Fascist League for 
Peace delegation, and, with her age, determination and ability to speak out, domi- 
nates their meetings with their Russian hosts, circumvents the original plans, and 
creates news in her recommendations for Russian women. She gets a chance to hide out 
with a young secretary in the British Embassy, extends her stay, and forces a young 
grandnephew to come to rescue her. But Miss Bagshot, in spite of the proof that it 
is not possible to have the ordinary Russians as friends, is able to keep her theories 
about people when her plans for the young secretary and her grandnephew come true. A 
touch of farce, an angle of satire, an eye for pompousness and a feeling for people- 
this is deft, light and, if inconsequential, pleasant. (LC:61-7983) 


March 20 iO lig 


Blanton, Margaret Gray Rudo S. Globus 
THE WHITE UNICORN $5.95 


The publishers claim distinction for this unusual novel on the basis of . 
its symbolic exploration of love in all its forms- sacred and profane, perverted and 
innocent. The factors are certainly present- but to this reader the distinction lies 
in the superb handling of one character, Maidie, nine when the story opens, sixteen 
at its close. At nine, her life is shattered with her mother's death- and there is 
her subsequent loneliness in the midst of a turbulent household, her search for both 
acceptance and affection. In the months that follow, melodrama is made plausible when 
Maidie, aided by the family servants, wrecks her father's brief, ill-directed romance. 
Then follow the years in which she grows up and shares in the new world which forms 
around her. Almost every character in the family, in the Tennessee community at the 
turn of the century,comes into sharp relief and it is a heartwarming period recreation. 
The book is perhaps overlong- sometimes repetitive- but frequently moving and almost 
consistently interesting. (LC:61-8380) 








~~ 


-120- Fiction February 1, 1961 


— —— 


March 22 
Remarque, Erich Maria 


Harcourt, Brace # 
HEAVEN HAS NO FAVORITES $4.50 


In this moving and unusual (if sometimes reminiscent of the long past Three 
Comrades) book Remarque explores the significance of life and death, illusion and real- 
ity, through the story of a girl dying of tuberculosis and snatching at a chance to come 
alive again. Clerfayt, a racing car driver, has come to visit his co-driver who is now 
a patient at a sanitarium in the Swiss Alps. There he meets Lillian, sick and rebellious, 
and she finds in him, with his indifference to anything but the next race, her passport 
to the outside world. The picture - of the unreal atmosphere of the sanitarium which 
is exchanged for the equally unreal existence of the Paris couturiers and the Italian 
and French resorts - comes into sharp relief as Lillian and, to a great extent, Clerfayt 
change roles and goals under the impact of their relationship. The story comes full 
circle- if perhaps to a foregone denouement. The pace and individuality here compensate 
for a recurrent feeling that the characters are being used as spokesmen for Remarkque's 
own philosophy. (LC: 61-8978) 








Lembourn, Hans Jorgen Putnam 
THE BEST OF ALL WORLDS $3.50 


An educated, spicy, savage and very funny satire of modern life, written by a 
Dane, is modelled after Voltaire's Candide. Count Fredrick, like many picaresque heroes, 
is innocent, handsome, and full of good will- he is also rich. His tutor, Engelsen, a 
Marxist of exceptionally flexible dialectic, tries to explain why he should share the 
Count's wealth and the pert serving-girl, Pernille. But the Count's grandfather dies- 
and the land is taken over by the state. Holiday makers, beach houses, ice-cream stands 
scon ruin the estate and the Count takes a job with the welfare state, ending up half 
buried in paper, secretaries, etc. Having thus disposed of socialism in 39 brilliant, 
frenzied pages, the book next moves the Count, Engelsen and Pernille into Russia, for a 
satire on the prison camp system, then on to Spain, Saudi-Arabia, etc. These three 
experience the grislier aspects of present day totalitarianisms, escape to Denmark and 
there share the loonier results of democracy- free enterprise, psychoanalysis, modern 
poetry, quiz shows. Finally the Count wins back his castle and a lovely Italian / 
princess... It's perhaps too dry- and harsh- to be belly-laugh funny (nor was Voltaire), | 
but it is continuously, fiercely entertaining. (LC: 61-9179) 








Maclean, A.D.- Ed. St Martin's Press 
WINTER'S TALES 6 $4.75 


This sixth collection of the British short story makes a very satisfying show- 
ing and certainly a good many of the writers included here are already familiar to American 
readers. Gabriel Fielding appears with the uncomfortably knowing Figs in Spring; there's 
another nasty bit of business in Peter Glanville's 4 Bad Streak; more wistful, there's 
Francis King's Prisoners and Margaret Laurence's story of permanent exiles- The Perfume 
Sea; Liam O'Flaherty's talent for strapping Irish comedy is put to good use in The Post 
Office; Jean Rhys' Outside the Mach:ne- "the long, grey river" of a hospital ward and a 
woman with nothing to live for- is perhaps the most moving; while Muriel Spark's The 
Dark Glasses is expectedly original, wi-ked and accomplished. Then there's Frank Tuohy's 
A Survivor in Salvador in which a three-time loser reaches the end of the line in South 
America -- Desmond Stuart and James Plunkett..... There may not be an appreciable market- € 
but there should be an interested one and it will find this collection has much to offer- 
certainly in its variety of mood and uniform excellence of style. 
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March 23 


Dashwood, R. M. Simon & Schuster 
PROVINCIAL DAUGHTER $3.75 


The daughter of the late E. M. Delafield (Diary of a Provincial Lady and 
a delight back in the '30's) turns to the diary form for Janet's laments over her 
single-handed housekeeping, her unkept resolves, "my wasted life" and her failures 
as wife and mother. The daily domesticity here involves her doctor husband 
(charming but a disastrous do-it-yourself-er), her three sons (of whom Ben, 3, is 
known as the Trappist from his reluctance to talk), her neighbors and better friends, 
the coming of Greta, a German helper (often more of a hindrance), local amateur 
theatricals, efforts at writing, the promise of work with the BBC, and the expected 
parade of uncharming, unavoidable chores. Between the bicker and buss with her 
husband, the dentist, the overwhelming thoughts of educating the boys, the shopping 
and the gossip, the excursions into possible future projects (goats, nut trees, etc.) 
her figure and clothes and hair, are her contrite attempts to live up to her dream 
of herself and the unpredictable successes that she sometimes achieves. British 
this is, but internationally commonplace too, and many a despondent alternate number 
aa find humor and identification with this soap (and vinegar) opera. (LC:61- 
5027 


March 24 


Hayes, Douglas Abelard-Schuman 
THE COMEDY MAN $4.00 


A first novel from England this has as its background the London theater 
of today, and its central figure is Chick Bird who is determined not to return to 
repertory of the provinces. From grubby digs to dingy offices, to phantoms of jobs, 
Chick makes the rounds, edges into starvation, works at anything he can get, and en- 
counters, in his small time odyssey, a whole world of raffish creatures. There are 
parties - and beds, and, with one of his group on his way in the moving pictures, | 
Chick, too, gets his first step up for a part. And there is Fay - who catches up 
with him - to make the future more secure. In a lingo that is almost incomprehensible, 
this is an unglamorized, staccato picture of show business, which is comic, if some- 
times tasteless, in essence. (LC:60-13626) 


Theodorou, Nelly Crowell 
PASTORALE $3 95 


The setting here is a Greek agricultural estate where the activities in- 
clude most phases of farming (grain, cattle, etc.) and where many of the neighboring 
villagers are connected one way or another with the farm in a semi-feudal fashion. 
There's an aura of classic rusticity, somewhat unrealistic in its beauty and enduring 
qualities. Against this is told the story of several people, in particular that of 
Panayis, a peasant, who had returned from the wars to find everything he valued des- 
troyed so that he even doubts the survival of his feelings for the girl he loved since 
childhood, Maria. When he at last recognizes his true sentiments, it is too late. To 
American readers, there may seem an over-simplication in style and substance but this 
is in keeping with the essence of the theme. (LC:61-8105) 


March 27 4/7 


Deal, Babs H. McKay 
IT'S ALWAYS THREE O'CLOCK $4.50 


The '20's have been variously depicted from Fitzgerald on, but Babs Deal 
has her own fresh touch, and,while this is also a book about youth in a small 
Alabama town, it is more disturbing than the earlier Acres of Afternoon. Though the 
story continues to the present and migrates to Florida and Cape Canaveral, it is 
mostly concentrated on the earlier years, on a group of youngsters in their middle 
teens, and on Eileen Holder. The kids, who like hard liquor better than cokes, 
petting parties in car seats rather than picnics, are a mixed up bunch- the casualties 








-122- Fiction February 1, 1961 
of ill adjustments and false values at home. Eileen, always a stabilizing figure, is 
the support and confidante of most of them- and these years from youth to age (as a 
grandmother) cover vast changes in American life. The book, while not probing too 
deeply, conveys a good deal of it. (LC: 61-7985) 

March 27 


Banks, Lynne Reid Simon & Schuster 
THE L-SHAPED ROOM $4 .50 


A reminder of Nathaniel Benchley's One 7c Grow On soap opera bouffe, in which 


an unwed mother-to-be found new friends to help her through the ordeal ahead in a rooming 


house, this- without the bouffe- tells of Jane Graham, who takes an L-shaped room in an 


impossibly dingy London house and neighborhood. Jane too finds protective fellow-lodgers, 
of a somewhat different sort, particularly John, a Negro musician, and Toby, a free lance 


writer, with whom she falls in love. But she has a pretty thin time of it- beginning 
with the doctor who offers to abort her and her father who tells her to clear out, con- 
tinuing with the loss of her job, the fairly filthy (bedbugs) conditions in which she 
is living, and the months of feeling sick. An independent girl, she is still sure she 


wants to keep her baby- and sure she doesn’t want help from its father (a casual affair) 


even though he does turn up and behaves more chivalrously than she would have expected. 
There are still other helping hands- an aunt who offers her a home and gives her an 


interval of work; her repentant father; and finally the hope that she can work something 
out with Toby- who has gone off to make a success of his writing- and perhaps forget his 


hurt.... A two-way stretch between sentiment- and the physical and emotional realities 
of having a baby, this is woman talk- and with it a good deal of humor and a natural 
bid for sympathy. (LC: 61-7008) (Q) 


March 28 


Loos, Anita McGraw-Hill 
NO MOTHER TO GUIDE HER $3 .50/$3 .95 


Told by Elmer Bliss whose life is devoted to protecting the good reputation 
of Hollywood, this is his version of Viola Lake's life which deludedly denies her more 
lurid past. His view from Utopia, via the booster route, sees Viola, a star before 
TV, as innocent of drugs, marriage to a murderer, and divorce; his infatuation for her 
leads him into a "prophylactic" campaign to remove the smears from her name; and he is 
even able to be firm in the face of his Mom's dreadful anger. Though, in his myopic 
championship, he is the means of saving a murder's life, though, through his broad- 
casting, he becomes the "Czar" of the case and is able to stave off the effects of the 
trial on southern California's tourist trade - he is left with an empty success for 
Viola walks out on him - and proves Mom right. Here is his recall of the golden days 
of the moving picture mecca - in a deadpan distorting mirror where Miss Loos misses 
no chance to rig the background and the attitudes of the era. A spiked spoof. 

(LC: 61-10468) 
March 29 


Carney, Otis Morrow 
GOOD FRIDAY-- 1963 $3 .00 


A small, slick parable is bo-. a rebuke and an admonition and tells of Matthew 


Bone, scientist and future Secretary of Defense, who in the love of his country- and to 
save it, attempts to take his life in the Lincoln Memorial. A successful man, happily 
married, Bone is haunted by the last words of his former mentor, by the "cancer of the 
soul" which is destroying America. His attempted suicide, a dramatic one, is preceded 
by the equally enigmatic letters to thirty persons- and the dime each contains (the 
thirty pieces of silver), until the meaning of his act and the urgency of his message 
is made clear.... While no one can question the intentions here, sincerity is not quite 


enough. 
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March 297 d ae ¥12% 


Szilard, Leo Simon & Schuster 
THE VOICE OF THE DOLPHINS Hardcover: $3.00-Paper: $1.00 


Dr. Szilard is one of the atomic physicists who played a major part in the 
creation of the Bomb at Los Alamos. This book is a collection of satiric short 
stories. The title story is a fictionalized version, projected into the future, 
(1985) of an atomic arms agreement between Russia and the U.S. which the author has 
discussed more seriously in scientific journals. The plan is basically attributable 
to the dolphins (as are other scientific advances) who have a great intellectual 
capacity - exceeding man's, and whose language has been mastered by a select group 
of Russian and American scientists. Eventually the integrity of the entire project 
is questioned but the contributions of the dolphins stand unchallenged. The other 
stories concern the author's experiences as a war criminal after the U.S. has uncon- 
ditionally surrendered to Russia - though finally the U.S.S.R.'s germ warfare back- 
fires; his advancement into the 2lst century by means of a sleep serum; a description 
of life on Earth from another planet; and a reconstruction of what human habits were 
from an examination of the ruins of Grand Central Terminal. The stories are imagi- 
native and interesting though for the most part they lack dramatic qualities; the 
longest (and most realizable) story - The Voice of the Dolphins ig, in fact, parti- 
cularly dull in its fictional form. (LC:61-70]4) 


March 2?) 4/ jc 


Stacey, Tom Pantheon 
THE BROTHERS M $5.95 


The Brothers M are Bob McNair, a Canadian, and Daudi Mukasa, a Uganda Negro, 
who meet at Oxford. Their friendship, a "fateful growth" continues when McNair joins 
Mukasa, in Africa, on his search for his mother's people- and her twin sister- a remote 
and ragged tribe high in the Ruwenzari mountains. This, however, is only the super- 
ficial scaffolding of a narrative which is primarily a very subjective inquiry into 
the divergence between black and white, not along national or political lines, but 
social and racial and psychological. Mukasa, a haunted man, is lost between two 
worlds- of the civilized European and the primitive African, and while David is in- 
sistently defending the individuality of modern man, Mukasa's return to the tribe is 
in the hopes of establishing the superiority of his ancestral, collective environment, 
the contentment of an ordained and therefore ordered life on which the new and false 
gods (freedom, truth, progress, etc.) do not intrude. As the two make their safari 
up into the mountains (and there is a staggering amount of information on the indi- 
genous, tribal ways as well as the natural menace of the jungle) they face further, 
unexpected irreconcilables; violence flares; Mukasa - his mind darkened by regressive, 
superstitious pressures- is vulnerable to suspicion and betrayal; and the journey ends 
in disaster establishing the hopeless chasm between the white man and the black, "t 
incompatibles... two harsh constituents"”.... Whatever reservations one may have about 
the book as a novel (its ambitiousness; the overseriousness of the brothers M as they 
pursue and prod cosmic truths), there is no question of the sincerity of its intent 
and the genuineness of much of this African experience. While it may well daunt the 
general reader, it should provoke thoughtful comment. (LC:61-10027) 


April 3 


Tregaskis, Richard Bobbs-Merrill 
LAST PLANE TO SHANGHAI $4.50 


An adventure story, on which Tregaskis, who is a good reporter, has at- 
tempted to superimpose a shoddy, tasteless romance. The story is set in Shanghai in 
the summer of 1948, as Communist infiltration is felt- but still not considered ine- 
vitable, and the central character is a staff writer for an adventure magazine looking 
for a good story. He finds instead a winsome girl photographer, married to a lush who 
is also selling to the Communists and making real money. That he also has a wife- also 
on the bottle- doesn't interfere too much in the passionate love affair to follow which 
takes them on together to the front- as a photographer-reporter team. Meretricious. 


(LC: 61-7903 ) 
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April 3 


Mitford, Nancy Harper 
DON'T TELL ALFRED $3 .95 


Fanny and Alfred (of Love in a Cold Climate - 1949) shake off their Oxford 
seclusion when Alfred is called from his chair of Pastoral Theology to become, as Sir 
Wincham, the British Ambassador in Paris. That they follow the eccentric, glittering 
Sir Louis and Lady Leone starts them off on a very left foot, but, throughout a complex 
of ill-guided incidents and actions, they do accomplish their mission for key-noting 
sobriety and security. Their grown sons, Basil and David, create unexpected situations, 
the reporter Amyas Mockbar gives them the full blacklist treatment, Fanny's young and 
devastating secretary Northey swims in and out of international entanglements while 
Fanny's flighty relations - Uncles Davey and Matthew- help to salvage almost irre- 
trievable errors. Crises of French governments falling, the issue of Les Isles Mini- 
quiers, the erratic escapades of Fanny's younger sons which end in a mobbing of the 
Embassy (for a teen-age singer but which is thought to be a demonstration for Alfred) 
keep this on a farcical plane which lacks the bite that would make it noteworthy. Miss 
Mitford does however observe, turns a noticeable phrase, limns a fast character sketch, 
and has an eye for delicate diplomacy and social elegance - all of which could be used 
to better advantage. Still pretty good caviar. (LC: 61-6462) 


Johnson, Nora Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
A STEP BEYOND INNOCENCE $4.00 


A fever chart of Sally Fraits' four years at Smith is certainly clinical but 
it is also youthfully ecstatic, despairing and finally understanding. She has known 
that her parents' generation found it easy to fall in love - she finds it is not and 
from Jack Bean, to Victor Ohme, to Richard Avery and finally to Homer Barnum, she is 
tortured, questioning, insecure and demanding - of herself as well as those whom she 
fancies. While she grows in self knowledge, her roommate Jessica settles for a wealthy 
Texan, Maria abandons her Italian background to marry Peter, Rani accedes to family and 
gives uparesearch career, and the college years give way to Sally's own decision - not 
to marry Homer but to take the job she has been offered. Im The World of Henry Orient 
(1958) this author accomplished a teen-age portrait of compassion and sympathy; here her 
sympathy envelops Sally to some degree of exasperation for the reader but the full pic- 
ture does reflect the shifting, searching collegian whose intelligence and conscience 
permit no compromise, whose shakedown to size is accomplished the hard way. A very 
feminine touch for a feminine subject. (LC: 61-5750) 


Kirkbride, Ronald Prentice-Hall 
AN INNOCENT ABROAD $3.95 


Elmer Hooker, a nice, hulking, cornfed guy from Bakersfield, California, takes 
an impulsive trip to Japan, finds Kimi- anxious "to meet American husband" in a Ginza 
bar, and before he quite knows it, he becomes that husband. Still, while the twain do 
meet, they have a hard time getting together; there's the wire from his mother (in Eng- 
land) which makes their return imperative; there's an endless snafu of paper work (certi- 
ficates; passports; registrations; visas) and they find no way to have a honeymoon- Kimi 
is not allowed to disembark in Hong Kong; there are no hotels in Bangkok; he gets sick; 
she gets lost; etc., etc. all before Elmer-san realizes he loves his Japanese bride, and 
that te oo to teach him... For that off moment, a pleasantly flighty entertainment. 
(LC: 61-7760 


Bankowsky, Richard Random House 
AFTER PENTECOST $4.95 


In this second novel, Mr. Bankowsky traces the roots and motives of actions 
which lead to a suicide and murder in a Polish community in Prescott, N.J. in 1946. He 
goes back to Poland in the ‘20's for much that is basic, and up to Augsburg, Germany, 
in 1945 for the catalyst that sets off the final act of violence. Through interior 
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monologues of various characters, and through intimate third-person observation, he 
reveals 2/1 of the facets of the case that show that no one is completely guilty and 
that all are in one way or another victims. The American Poles who are involved are 
the intricately interrelated Groszeks and Novaks and the precipitating force is a 
beautiful Polish woman who had been the mistress of a German war criminal. The enor- 
mous complications of the story are dramatic and the large cast of characters are 
interesting and well-portrayed. But the plot and the characters often get out of 
hand- because the author insists upon telling his story with hints of what is to come 
and much mystery about what has gone before. It all eventually fits together, but 
this viewing of each individual piece in detail is sometimes disconcerting and dis- 
perses many tensions which have been handsomely built up. But in spite of these 
structural criticisms, there are a lot of wonderful things- specifically some of the 
characters (old man Groszek and Martha Novak, particularly) seen with great insight 
and sensitivity and some humor, and some tellingly dramatic stories. On the whole 

it is an engrossing novel, if you stick with it. (LC:61-6249) 


April 3 


Bolton, Guy World 
THE OLYMPIANS $4.50 


The perennial fascination of the Shelley-Godwin story still endures- in 
this novel which holds close to the details of the records and the interpretations 
drawn from the poems and writings of a vocal pair. Mary Godwin had been brought up 
with the strange philosophies of the eccentric William Godwin and the legacy of her 
dead mother, Mary Wollstonecraft. Shelley, Godwin's devout admirer, found himself 
attracted to Mary when still a young girl. This is the story of their union, the 
early years when they were pilloried by a society that thought itself broadminded. 
And Shelley's marriage and then his liaison with Mary were both marred by interfering 
sisters, and Claire continually used Mary and Shelley to forward her own ends. The 


shifting scene- England, France, Switzerland, Italy, frames the whole group of English 
literary expatriates, but this is more a study of their impact on each other and their 


personal rather than artistic lives. While the story has its recurrent appeal, the 
writing is occasionally lush, and it is hard to keep in sympathy with the overcre- 
dulous Shelley,the sensitive, perceptive Mary, or the others influenced by the turbulent 
passage of their lives. Eileen Bigland's Mary Shelley which appeared in 1959 is 
superior. (LC:61-5810) 


April 4 


Dodson, Daniel B. Dutton 
THE MAN WHO RAN AWAY $3.95 


Thomas Bolinger, a reluctantly ex-patriated American (he was purged during 
the McCarthy fracas) is now an airline pilot for the Caribbean government of Quantos 
(obviously the Dominican Republic). After he flies a mysterious passenger from the 
States to Ciudad Torillo his usefulness to the dictatorship becomes suspect: he 
realizes that his kidnapped cargo was a well-known outspoken critic of the Quantos 
regime. Bolinger finds himself further alienated from the good graces of The Jene- 
factor when the dictator confiscates his mistress. Eventually Bolinger becomes in- 
volved with Lisa Berger, the beautiful wife of a Nazi financier, and he agrees to 
help her escape from Quantos - though he realizes that he himself has no place to go. 
He's captured, submitted to the refinements of Spanish, and perverted, methods of 
torture, nearly dies, is miraculously released, recovers, and escapes, - with Lisa. 
For all its melodramatic twists of plot and far-fetched heroics - in and out of bed - 
the book is basically intelligent and far more convincing than an earlier novel, 
Maria Flores' The Benefactor (Doubleday), also based on the Trujillo regime. (LC:61- 
6014) (Q) 


April 4 


Duncan, Jane St Martin's Press 
MY FRIEND MONICA $3.95 


Third in line (friends The Miss Boyds and Muriel are the predecessors ) 
Monica's story is told by Janet Sandison, now Mrs. Alexander, against the early years 
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of her marriage to Twice. Having known and liked the wealthy Lady Monica during the 

war, Janet is warm in having her come to live with them in their newly remodeled home 

and only becomes aware of trouble when an accident causes her to break her back and lose 
her baby. Then, with the threat of paralysis and an invalid's depressive suspicions, 

she begins to wonder about Twice and Monica but, with walking becoming a reality, Twice 
assures her that Monica repels him. Monica's next action - a disappearance - makes Janet 
more unfriendly until a visit to her home, Reachfar, gives Janet a chance to hear Monica's 
reason for trying to wreck the marriage, and to repair their friendship with a cure for 
Monica's loneliness and unhappiness. This sassy Highland lassie is maturing through this 
series but her sanity and comic sense, her feeling for people (and words), her love of 
Scotland, keep her faults (which are few) from showing. (There's a new "friend" - from 
America in the wings.) (LC:61-6698) 


April 4 


Paton, Alan Scribner 
TALES FROM A TROUBLED LAND $3.50 


This collection of short stories of life in the Republic of South Africa cuts 
more to the quick than a thousand exegeses on the tensions and strife in the Dark Continent. 
Truth may be stranger than fiction, yet fiction certainly enlarges it and makes truth more 
recognizable and realizable. What Paton sees in these short stories is essentially the 
age-old conflict of man against man, brother against brother, and against sister and father. 
This is the posture of Africa today and this is the set for the artist's design. Paton 
weaves the fabric of human valor and love and failure within this background of white 
against black. Each story is complete in itself and poignant characters with a story of 
their own as well as Dark Africa emerge. Yet this is not a sociologist's book. Those 
who prize the short story will certainly be touched by Paton's dark and white man moving 
in a world in which each carries the burden of the other on his heart. (LC:61-7209) 


April 6 


Chang, Diana Random House 
A PASSION FOR LIFE $4.95 


Diana Chang's earlier books have all dealt with some form of dislocation; her 
first and best- Frontiers of Love (1956) with a Eurasian girl's several worlds; 4A Woman 


of Thirty with a divorcee; and now this, while it is more immediately the story of a 
young married woman's rape- and the unwanted pregnancy to follow, also questions society's 
"passion for life" which in protecting and preserving also ostracizes and alienates. (The 
scene is an ingrown New England town- and there are two others who have a parlous time of 
it- a young Jewish doctor; an artist.) When Barbara Owens finds she is pregnant, she 
admits the incident first to David Bergman, the new, and unaccepted, medical man in town- 
rather than the established Dr. Carter. While Bergman cannot help her, medically, he be- 
comes involved in the case, helps her to tell her husband, Geoffrey, and to plan for a 
delivery in Boston- and an adoption. But the revelation that the rapist was an escaped 
mental patient makes the thought of an adoption impossible- the Owens leave for Boston, 
planning to abandon the baby, and then realizing they cannot.... A situation which guar- 
antees an initial impact and a continuing curiosity, this goes a little farther and deeper 
into concomitant problems- the individual's right to freedom which here is ultimately 
aligned with his free choice of responsibility. (LC:61-6247) 


April 7 


Breen, Charles P. Doubleday 
LOVE AND THE TWENTIETH VOLUNTEERS $3 95 


A frenetically loquacious comedy of Modern Times with many good lines and a 
basically engaging plot in which George Wicker, up to his ears in the American Neuroses, 
has talked his suburban community into buying a new fire engine. It arrives. It is 
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$55,000 worth of every boy's dream- and too good for Cus Bay. So George and his 
friends appropriate it, careen around on back roads, and form a new Volunteer 
Company which barricades itself, and the new engine, in the firehouse, challenging 
wives, townspeople and society in general to come and get them. It is a semi-legal, 
successful Revolt of the Downtrodden Male, full of the delights of batching it, 
learning a whole new technical vocabulary, and the excitements of some wildly mis- 
managed fires. Much of this is good fun- but it often skates close to real problems, 
and includes too many varieties of humor, from slapstick to wit, and perhaps simply 
too many words, to come off altogether. Still, there are moments. (LC:61-8876) 


April 7 


Close, Robert Doubleday 
WITH HOOVES OF BRASS $3.95 


A story far less robust than its setting- a timber mill in isolated 
Australian terrain- centers around Grace Barnard, whose husband Ted runs the mill 
and who is discontented there- she has Bovaryish notions of cultural improvement, 
and Sayles, the new missioner who comes to teach and preach. During the next weeks 
the Preacher experiences the hellfire of the soul- he is seduced by the brassy 
waitress Pearl, gambles, and spends the money in his missioner's box, while a brush 
fire takes care of the rest of the settlement, and Grace's only child, her small 
son Joey, is one of its casualties. Still- she learns the value of her love for 
her husband.... About all that can be said for it is that the folk speech seems to 
be indigenous, rude and crude. (LC:61-8878) 


Queffelec, Henri Doubleday 
THE MEN OF DAMEZAN $3.95 


The demands on the dedication of nuclear scientists to their necessarily 
secret goals come into sharp conflict with their personal lives, and how they diverge- 
to ultimately be resolved- is the central theme of this novel. It is sometimes 
diffuse, translated from the French by Jonathan Griffin. Michel Renoir was beginning 
to feel a restiveness in his marriage to a flighty wife, Juliette, and his dissatis- 
faction extended to a parliamentarian father-in-law, in fact to everything except 
his exclusive involvement in the nuclear center at Damezan. How his meeting with the 
lovely, mysterious Francoise, with her peasant rebel against the atomic age- Ludovic, 
and with a German-American who offers him a more rewarding post, changes all his 
thinking. The novel keeps an interesting balance between suspense and its ideological 
inquiry into the attendant moral problems of the nuclear age- but its appeal may be 
more limited here. (LC:61-8901) 


Announcing for April 13 


Holman, C. Hugh- £d. Scribner 
THE SHORT NOVELS OF THOMAS WOLFE $4.50 


As the editor points out in his introduction, Wolfe was capable of a more 
disciplined concentration of his material which he achieved in the short novel - and 
five of the best of these have been selected here: The Portrait of Bascom Hawke- ap- 
pearing here for the first time in its entirety; The Web of “arth; No Door, ’I Have 
a Thing to Teli You’, and The Party at Jack's. There are notes as well as an intro- 
duction by the editor. (LC:61-7212) 
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April 10 


Carstens, Grace Macmillan 
THE COIN PIN $4.50 


The coin pin handed down by banker Avery Pitt (it is part of a found fortune- 
in a strong box- which enables him to amass his greater wealth) to his daughter Serena, 
and in turn to her only child, Stacy Pitt Stuart, is a symbol of great wealth. It is 
also the only value Serena respects, so that Stacy, who is "forced to cut her teeth on 
a gold coin", has an anything but childlike childhood, except for the warmth of her 
Scotch Gram, the quixotic largesse of her father- a gambler, and the protective interest 
of David, a polio victim, orphaned, who is adopted by them and now tells Stacy's story. 
In spite of Serena, Stacy grows up to write poetry, to escape her mother's influence, to 
fall in love with Thatch Hogarth- self-made and sure, to weather the unhappier circume 
stances ahead (two babies lost; debts; the war; her mother's refysal the one time she 
asks for help); to write some successful books and realize that she is happiest with 
what she has done- and earned- by herself.... A woman's novel has a perfectly presentable 
story to tell- which doesn't quite survive a rather jittery style (foreshortened sentences; 
uneasy dialogue). (LC: 61-7055) 


Loovis, David ‘wee : Scribner 
THE LAST OF THE SOUTHERN WINDS | 2» $3.95 
Last year's [ry for Elegance was a young first novel about an affair- in New 
York and Provincetown. This, while it isn't much older, concentrates on Key West- with 
its "strange ambiance" (sic) but otherwise is rather unfocussed except to introduce a 
number of ambiguous characters- in search of a plot. Also unfocussed is the central 
character and narrator, Carl Solon, 25, who goes down there- to look over the restaurant 


€ 


Southern winds (as an investment for his uncle) and resolve his future- he is out of a job. & 


As a waiter, he is fully exposed to this "strange ambiance"; the celebrity crowd who hang 
out there; the assorted waiters and kitchen staff; the natives; and Jake Romano who runs 
the Southern Winds, along with part-owner Charlotte, a deaf, untidy, aging, attractive 
woman of forty odd who has run through 4 husbands and many affairs. Most of the people 
Carl meets have piquant sexual habits; Romano has some underworld connections; and while 
Romano's stroke, and a fire, sees the last of the Southern Winds, Carl at least makes a 
new start. He decides to marry Charlotte- while unsuitable in age, she is "appropriate". 
Much of this, as in the earlier book, suggests a fresh and fairly recent experience (a 
winter on the beach, of looking- and learning? and jotting down small impressions- Carl 
Solon does) - but sharing and caring are two very different things. (LC: 61-7208) 


April 12 


.Cheever, John Harper 
$3 .50 
SOME PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS THAT WILL NOT APPEAR IN MY NEXT NOVEL 


A collection of nine episodes, ranging from the stinging to the bleak, and in- 
cluding a Miscellany of Characters TWNAIMN, comes from Esquire and The New Yorker and 
emphasize, once more, Cheever's ability to underline modern chaos, sometimes with terror, 
sometimes with pity. When zoning laws do not permit dying, how can a burial be arranged? 
A piece of furniture creates a "fascination" for pain. A promiscuous fellow passenger 
aboard ship creates visions of carnal anarchy. The Duchess turns down a princely suitor 
for an unexpected husband. The Scarlet Moving Van is the symbol of a drunk's progress - 
downhill. A TV writer's program follows him to Italy - and his dismay turns out to be 
unnecessary. A Boy in Rome is a hungry traveler for love after his father’s death. A 
commentary on the human condition, this examines those mystified by life whether they 
fulminate against it or are subjugated by it. As before, Cheever remains - for many - 
a challenge. (LC: 61-7597) 
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Engle, Paul- £d. Random House 
MIDLAND $6.50 


This is a collection of short stories and poetry representing, presumably, 
the best of twenty-five years of the writing workshops of the State University of 
Iowa. All of the work collected here has appeared in various magazines - from the 
quarterly reviews to the Vew Yorker and other popular magazines. The contributors 
are not entirely Americans though the character of the collection is distinctly 
American and, as Paul Engle insists in the introduction, the very origin of the 
workshop experiment (and its location) is a peculiarly American one. The contribu- 
tors include: Warren Miller, Flannery O'Connor, Jean Stafford, Wallace Stegner, in 
the short story, and Jane Cooper, William Dickey, Paul Engle, Jean Garrigue, W.D. 
Snodgrass, Tennessee Williams, in the poetry. The particular selections are by no 
pee eal but the collection would appeal only to special interests. (LC: 

0-12132 
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Serguine, Jacques Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
SPECIAL PEOPLE $3.95 


A free-swinging, poetic and very young novel about the equally young and 
unattached set in France. The boy, Serguine, a would-be writer whose book this is, 
annotates lengthy conversations of half-baked philosophy, love affairs with older _ 
women, and delicate experiments in feeling with a girl of fifteen. His friends, who 
have no visible means of support except perhaps parent, are equally irresponsible 
and amoral. Serguine himself, in one night, undertakes a couple of seductions as 
well as several other attempts from which he emerges with Brigitte, who becomes his 
roommate for several months until the group meets again on the Riviera. In this 
last, long section, however, the book gains sudden meaning. The half-familiar faces 
emerge with brutal force; the quarrels, love affairs, amorality come into focus. 
These youngsters are not vicious, like their American peer group, and certainly not 
stupid. In the interim between childhood and maturity they live intensely, violently. 
Finally, when Serguine's best friend drives himself over a cliff, the end of an era 
is reached. He has stopped playing.... The immature excesses in the writing are 
redeemed by this- and chiefly by a cruel, poetic, powerful sense of what it is like 
to be physically, and emotionally, young. Special. 


Arrabal Grove Press 
BAAL BABYLON $1.75 


From the French, this small novella paraphrases an ancient assurance (the 
Bible's "I shall punish Baal in Babylon") and again the oedipal theme in the words 
of a Spanish adolescent, addressed to his mother. Since his earliest childhood, he 
has listened to a litany of self-sacrifice- hers, and of devaluation- that of her 
husband who abandoned them and became an anarchist. In flickering episodes which 
question and find wanting the boy's approaching manhood (his only assertion- his 
father's pipe which he smokes secretly), in small, telltale incidents of private 
shame and open failure (at school, where he trains to be a pilot and fulfill his 
mother's ambition he is graded "military spirit zero"), one witnesses finally his 
total emasculation and surrender.... It is, for all concerned, a flagellant exper- 
ience, with unmistakable implications as well as more explicit psychosexual stigmata. 
Limited. (LC:61-6599) (Q) 


Murdoch, Iris 4417 Viking 
A SEVERED HEAD $3.95 


* Witty and sophisticated, this novel is set among London fogs, and drawing 
rooms filled with too many objets d'art, and conversations, where six characters 
spin an over-civilized danse macabre of love and manners. The effect is chilling 
and absorbing.... Middle-aged Martin Lynch-Gibbon has a lovely, older wife, Antonia, 
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and a young mistress, Georgie, an economics lecturer. Martin is rich- a dilettante wine 
merchant and historian. He is also completely, terrifyingly spineless. When Antonia 
announces she wishes to marry their analyst-friend Palmer, Martin- with gruesome passivity 
("the gentleman”) allows them to analyse him and their new relations, baby him, and re- , 
arrange his new life. Soon Georgie, Martin's brother Alexander, and Palmer's sister, Honor 
Kiein, are drawn into the situation. And the shifting emotions and love affairs, the re- 

lentlessly "understanding little talks", take on the queer, fascinating quality of group 

incest. The only person who stays aloof is Honor Klein. Strong, ugly, appearing only in 

critical moments to force the others into uglier truths, she soon acquires, for Martin, | 
the terrible appeal of a goddess- of Medusa's severed head. In scene after shocking 
scene, the players are stripped of their illusions, altered, and finally go off to resume 
their lives elsewhere, on other terms, and with other, different members of the group. 
It is superbly done- and genuinely horrifying. (LC: 61-7278) 


STIFFS AND STETSONS ' 
March 1 


Lockridge, Frances & Richard Lippincott | 
- - - WITH ONE STONE $2.95 } 


Captain Heimrich, honeymooning with Susan, has a hasty return to Hawthorn 
Barracks when the young second wife of wealthy newspaper owner Bedlow is found dead. 
He picks up the already established threads, is faced with the murder of Bedlow, and in 
fitting the criminal to the crime, eliminates a definite suspect and turns up another. 
An able exploit for Westchester's thorough-going Captain. (LC: 61-6678) 


March 15 


Elston, Allan Vaughan Lippincott 
TIMBERLINE BONANZA $2.95 


1879 and boom times in Leadville, Colo., turn out to be bad luck for "John 
Collier" for the attempt on his life has resulted in amnesia and no one can figure out 
who wants him out of the way so desperately. The county clerk's daughter gets a clue; 
more efforts to dispatch Collier come from the man behind the Culp gang; the evidence 
of a title fraud is revealed and Collier comes into a fortune. Strong arm and pussyfoot 
deals here. (LC: 61-6332) 


April 3 





Switzer, Robert Macmillan i 
I WAS GOING AWAY $2.95 


A Cock Robin Mystery has a few elements of bewilderment but is a fairly dis- 
tasteful dossier of a down and out prostitute who happens to spark the train of circum- 
stances which tumble a well-meaning newspaper sports reporter from success to failure. 
It's a disjointed and pretty meretricious story with a scrappy handling. (LC:61-7053) (Q) 


April 4 


Merrick, William Random House 
THE PACKARD CASE $2.95 


_ Jim Braddock- you know the type- battered, bitter- is sent to retrieve Robert » 
Packard in Paris where he is thought to have disappeared or defected to the Russians. 
Braddock's search involves him with the woman they both loved, with the former party mem- 
ber, now cooperative, de Vernoy, with an Algerian dentist (murdered), and on to Geneva for 
his final confrontation with Packard... It would be upsetting to think that anything as 
conspicuous as this kind of intelligence operation were true to life. (LC: 61-6255) 
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April 7 
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: Disney, Doris Miles Doubleday 
@ MRS. MEEKER'S MONEY $2.95 


Her particular province, The Postal Inspection Service, inherits a case 
of suspected fraud by mail and is an integral factor in providing the clues and 
conclusions. A wealthy elderly widow is tricked into spending a small fortune to 

| trace a missing person- her heir-to-be and when the deception is nearly discovered, 
she is murdered. An original situation is meticulously pursued to the satisfaction 
of all concerned. (LC:61-8882) 


Morton, Anthony Doubleday 
THE DOUBLE FRAME $2.95 





Mannering, otherwise known as The Baron, has been "legitimate" for some 
years, but there were those at the Yard who distrusted him- and others in the under- 
world who carefully planned a blackmail set-up which would frame him. Mannering 
again shows a sure control of fast-moving events and sets a new high for this series. 


(LC:61-8915) 





April 12 


Blaisdell, Anne Harper 
NIGHTMARE $3.50 


Pat Carroll, an American girl alone in England, meets Alan Glentower whom 
she rescues on the road, later agrees to let him show her Wales after her call on 
the mother of a dead fiance in a small Welsh village. Hoping to leave dour Mrs. 
Trefoile after a day, she finds herself in the hands of a malevolant madwoman, is 

r) locked up and brutalized. Only the message which finally gets through- to Glentower- 
alerts the search which enables him to find and free her... Baleful and unnerving, 
this should assure an equally captive feminine readership. (LC:61-9705) 


REPRINTS AND PAPERBACKS for. March 


AVON Book Division for March 15 (*Original) 


($.25) - Douglas, Justice William 0.- AMERICA CHALLENGED 


| (Rach $.35) 
*Giffen, Warren- HELL HATH NO FURY *Lawrence, Steven C.- GUN FURY 

Ishlon, Deborah- GIRL SINGER Monsey, Derek- ITS UGLY HEAD 
i Karp, David- ENTER SLEEPING Thomason, John W.- GONE TO TEXAS 
Hopson, William- KILLERS FIVE Murray & Hoffman- MY HUSBAND, ARTHUR MURRAY 
' (Each $.50) 

Burns, James MacG.- JOHN KENNEDY, Griffen, Gwynn- SOMETHING OF AN ACHIEVEMENT 

A POLITICAL PROFILE Partridge, Burgo- HISTORY OF ORGIES 


($.75) - Behan, Brendan- BORSTAL BOY 
BANTAM BOOKS (*Original) 


@  —campbel, capt. George- CRY FOR HAPPY Loring, Emilie- THE SHADOW OF SUSPICION 
Dawson, Peter- ROYAL GORGE Rush, Ann- WHITE CAP OF COURAGE 
*Gunn, James- THE JOY MAKERS *Sheckley, Robert- CALIBRE .50 
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($.50) ($. 60) 
Boulle, Pierre- S.0O.P.H.I.A. Shellabarger, Samuel- LORD VANITY € 
(Each $.75) 
O'Hara, John- OURSELVES TO KNOW Ullman, James Ramsey- THE DAY ON FIRE 
| Reference Library 
($.75) ($.95) 
Waldo, Myra- MYRA WALDO'S TRAVEL GUIDE Perkins, Wilma L.- THE ALL NEW FANNIE FARMER 
TO EUROPE(1)BRITISH ISLES AND WESTERN BOSTON COOKING SCHOOL COOKBOOK 
EUROPE (2) MEDITERRANEAN AND WESTERN Sheffield, Alfred D.-£d. SOULE'S DICTIONARY 
EUROPE OF ENGLISH SYNONYMS 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.35 - *First Editions -— **Laurel — ***Chapel) 


*Cole & McKee- ds. TOUCHE (Cartoons) *Kane, Frank- DUE OR DIE 
**Eliot, George- SILAS MARNER *Manners, Margaret- LOVE OF LIFE 
Fox, Norman A.- RECKONING AT RIMBO *O'Rourke, Frank- THE GREAT BANK ROBBERY 
Halliday, Brett- MURDER TAKES NO HOLIDAY Rinehart, M.R.- THE WINDOW AT THE WHITE CAT 
Williams, Charles- THE SAILCLOTH SHROUD 
(Each $.50) 
Anonymous- STREET WALKER Marshall, Catharine- MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER 
***Brunini, John G.- WHEREON TO STAND *Mergendahl, Charles- CALL AFTER SIX 
Keller, Helen- THE STORY OF MY LIFE Reynolds, Quentin- MINISTER OF DEATH 
**THIRTEEN GREAT STORIES & 


** ($.95) - Dreiser, Theodore- THE FINANCIER 


FAWCETT WORLD LIBRARY - Crest (Each $.35 - *Original) 


Bloch, Robert- PSYCHO Brickhill, Paul- THE GREAT ESCAPE 
(Each $.50) 
Jarvis, D. C., M.D.- FOLK MEDICINE Leslie, Warren- LOVE OR WHATEVER IT IS 


Shelton, Jess- BROOD OF FURY 


Gold Medal (Each $.35) 


*Aarons, Edward S.- ASSIGNMENT-BURMA GIRL *Hamilton, Donald- THE REMOVERS 
*Block, Lawrence- MONA *McPartland, John- RIPE FRUIT 

*Cook, Will- BADMAN'S HOLIDAY *Rohde, William L.- MURDER ON THE LINE 
*Demaris, Ovid- THE HOODS TAKE OVER *Sanders, W. Franklin- WHIP HAND 
*Goodis, David- NIGHT SQUAD *Young, Carter Travis- SHADOW OF A GUN 


HARCOURT, BRACE - Harvest Books for March 8 


($2.25) - Freedman, Robert-£d. MARX ON ECONOMICS (Intro. Harry Schwartz) 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY (Each $.35 - *Original) 


Classics . 


($.50) ($.75) 
de St. Exupery, Antoine- NIGHT FLIGHT Melville, Herman- MOBY DICK 
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Mentors (Each $.50) 


Lovell, A.C.B.- THE INDIVIDUAL AND Prescott, W. H. - THE CONQUEST OF PERU 
THE UNIVERSE Theobald, Robert - THE RICH AND THE POOR 


Signet (Each 7.35) 
*Brown, Carter - THE EVER LOVING BLUES *Gaines, W. M. - THE IDES OF MAD 


*Butterworth, W. E. - HOT SEAT *Patten, Lewis B.- LAW OF THE GUN 
(Each $.50) 
Dundee, Elaine - THE DUD AVOCADO Hansberry, Lorraine - A RAISIN IN THE SUN 


Petrozskaya, Kyra - KYRA 
POCKET 300KS (Each $.35) 


Christie, Agatha- CAT AMONG THE PIGEONS Father McCarthy- BROTHER JUNIPER STRIKES AGAIN 
Field, Peter - CANYON HIDEOUT MacDonald, John Ross- THE WAY SOME PEOPLE DIE 


Cardinal 
Grey, Zane - KNIGHTS OF THE RANGE Guthrie, A.B., Jr.- MOUNTAIN MEDICINE & OTHER 
Hilton, James - RANDOM HARVEST STORIES 
Giant Cardinal 
($.50) Clark - YOUR HAPPIEST YEARS ($.75) Lofts, Norah - THE TOWN HOUSE 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 
Gold, H.L.- E£d.- THE WORLD THAT COULDN'T Lowell, Juliet - DFAR FOLKS 
BE Seifert, E.- THE STRANGE LOYALTY OF DR. CARLISLE 
Wellman, Paul I. - THE FIERY FLOWER 
($.50) Free, Montague - A COMPLETE GUIDE TO GARDENING 
Washington Square Press (Fach $.45) 


Byrne, Donn - MESSER MARCO POLO Shakespeare, William - HENRY IV, Part II 
(Each $.60) 


de Onis, Harriet- CUENTAS Y NARRACIONES Sachs, Paul J.- PICTUREBOOK OF GREAT PAINTING 
($.90) Janson & Janson - A PICTURE HISTORY OF PAINTING 
POPULAR LIBRARY - Eagle Books (Each $.35) 
Gulick, Bill - THE MOUNTAIN MEN Haycox, Ernest - THE SILVER DESERT 
Giants 
Christie, Agatha -MURDER IN THREE ACTS London, Jack - BURNING DAYLIGHT 
Cooper, Saul - ALL IN A NIGHT'S WORK Sheldon, Walter J. - TOUR OF DUTY 


Haupt, Enid A.- THE 17 BOOK OF YOUNG Sterling, Forest J. - WAKE OF THE WAHOO 
LIVING Widdemer, Margaret - THE GOLDEN WILDCAT 
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Specials (Each $.50) 
Kennedy, John F.- THE STRATEGY OF PEACE Brick, John - JUBILEE 
($.75) + Hamalian & Volpe- fds. - SEVEN SHORT NOVEL MASTERPIECES 
RANDOM HOUSE - Vintage Russian Library for March 29 (Each $1.25) 


Chernyshevsky, N.G.- WHAT IS TO BE DONE? Ilf & Petrov - THE TWELVE CHAIRS 
Marcuse, Herbert - SOVIET MARXISM 


(Each $1.45) 


Carr, Edward Hallett - MICHAEL BAKUNIN Wallace, Sir D.M.- RUSSIA ON THE EVE OF WAR 
AND REVOLUTION 


VIKING - Explorers for March 6 (Each $1.25) 
Beston, Henry - THE OUTERMOST HOUSE Jukes, J. D. - MAN-MADE SUN 
($1.35) Freuchen, Peter - I SAILED WITH RASMUSSEN 


(Rach $1.45) 


Bestic, A. A. - KICKING CANVAS Peattie, Donald Culross - FLOWERING EARTH 
Goldstein, Philip - GENETICS IS EASY Sanderson, Ivan T. - ANIMAL TREASURE 


(Each $1.65) 


Dart & Craig - ADVERTURES WITH THE MISSING Gamow, George - ONE TWO THREE INFINITY (Rev.) 


LINK 
N ON - rFIieceTrti#e@ 
FANFARE FOR A FRIEND 
April 12 
Thurber, James Harper 
LANTERNS AND LANCES $3.95 


xe "Who would without a thurber be/ Should never, never speak to we..."(Ibid., old 
song). This is strictly a luxury item for eager lexiconeers in language whether they are 
curious about the author's "alphabetical sedation" (never, ever, start to begin on this 
medication), or his rogering in on Roget, or his visual vocabularizing; or are fascinated 
by his preoccupations about abbreviationists or verbal smoke screens; or the madness that 
befalls him via Sengalese love birds or Siamese cats; or his dim view of statistics; or 
his feeling about Henry James and his revival in theater (or worse mediums); or his at- 
titude toward nurses.....or any aspect of the life that is filtered - and exposed - 
through his alert ears (lack of sight makes for more sensitive hearing). Even if not 
concerned with the precarious state of the English language, readers (to be flogged 

into reading) should be exposed to this "circumambient mental air" (it is invigorating - 
breath-taking too) if only to begin to understand palindromes, watch an expert juggle 
words, learn about the "marvelous sixteenth letter of the alphabet" (and others in the 
26 that will astound), jargon that jars and communication that confounds and radio that 
riles - and all the "if onlies" added together mean it's thurbertime again- and with 

50 drawings! (LC: 61-6444) 
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From the Grindstone- a few Sparks 


If work makes dull, perhaps overwork leads to apathy- but in the considerable number 
of books here we find few to call to your attention: namely, Conrad Aiken's distin- 
guished SELECTED POEMS (Oxford); Mark Caine's THE S-MAN (Houghton Mifflin) which is 
Somewhere between Vance Packard and Stephen Potter and very entertaining; the first 
general consideration of TELEVISION IN THE LIVES OF OUR CHILDREN by Schramm, Lyle and 
Parker (Stanford University Press) has full publisher support behind a subject of sure 
interest; and finally Lewis Mumford's distinguished magnum opus - THE CITY IS HISTORY 
(Harcourt, Brace). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
February 24 


Simon & Schuster 
BRIEF AUTHORITY $4.95 


Hooper, Charles 


This is a first hand account of the effects of the doctrine of Apartheid in 
the Republic of South Africa. Here in this twentieth century state the White Suprema- 
cists have established a Maginot Line against the encroachments of the political re- 
ality of the age. The Government has imposed a series of strict laws implementing 
segregation to the nth degree and acquiring the philosophical tag of Apartheid. The 
author, Father Hooper, is a rare witness to the repercussions of this doctrine. Not 
politically concerned with the State, he is a man of the Church and, as the narrative 
implies, a man of God. He is also a native white South African. His short journey 
as a missionary is predestined to hardship and futility. His concern over the need 
to administer to his black flock cost him his white one. Later, when one of the 
Apartheid laws requiring women as well as men to carry Reference Books as visas for 
all travel was ignored by some black tribes, the violence which resulted between 
white policemen and black drew him into the support of his dark brethren. No agi- 7 
tator, discrimination and its extreme brutal enforcement made Father Hooper a spokes- 
man for the blacks before the police. This is the marrow of his account. It is a 
fresh reminiscence of part of a long battle by one of the participants. The book 
received its highest endorsement from the Government itself, which banned it. 

(LC: 61-7003) 


March 1 


Dolci, Danilo Orion 
OUTLAWS $4.95 


Report from Palermo was a profoundly disturbing record of the filth and 
corruption in urban Palermo. It brought about accusations from the authorities that 
Dolci was blackening Italy's reputation and that he had included pornographic material. 
But this did not discourage Dolci. Dedicated to his determination to bring about 
social reform by pacific means, he launched his campaign in rural western Sicily, 
specifically in Partinico, Trappeto and Balestrato. He established centers for the 
children. He collected evidence of the abject poverty which was leading to crime and 
violence. He shows how conditions of unemployment, starvation, disease are the reasons 
for the growth of so-called banditry; how in turn the Mafia have used the conditions 
to their own ends; how authority biinds itself to such things as trawlers operating 
illegally within the limit reserved for fishermen. He established successive centers 
"for studies and initiatives for full employment", he headed up a voluntary attempt to 
improve road conditions- and suffered a prison sentence thereby. But public awareness 
has been roused, steps towards irrigation and full employment are under way. And the 
publication of this evidence- these notes on conditions- this plea for help may serve 
further to remedy inhuman conditions. (LC: 61-9297) 
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March 3 


Hersey, Jean Van Nostrand 
CAREFREE GARDENING $4.95 


* The garden-loving homeowner with limited time, and funds, would do well to study 
this practical garden book, although the uninformed beginner may find the assumptions in 
terminology and procedures difficult without an accompanying primer. The gardener who 
knows the hard way and wants to cut back will find some questions unanswered. But the 
owner of the new home, who already has some gardening know-how, will find it cut to his 
measure. First the appraisal of your particular bit of land; then the recommendation to 
reduce lawn and expand meadow, and add to the meadow's delight all sorts of available 
things from your region; then permanent improvement of your soil, whether for lawn or 
garden. Mulch and more mulch is basic in all her advice, and the how and where and when ; 
are discussed in each phase of gardening,- the shady dell, the brookside path, the tiny 
winter garden near the doorway, the fern garden, the few "indestructibles", the annuals 
that reproduce themselves, the vegetable garden, shrubs, trees, planting for the birds, 
vines, fruits,- all done the easiest way for long term profit and enjoyment. There are | 
wonderful lists, carefully annotated with pertinent information. Illustrated with line | 
drawings. | 


March 6 
Rhodes, James A. & Jauchius, Dean Bobbs-Merrill ‘ 
THE COURT-MARTIAL OF COMMODORE PERRY $3.95 


Admittedly based on "a circumstantial framework of fact," and told largely by 
means of fictional conversations, this latest volume by the authors of The Trial of Mary 
Todd Lincoln and Johnny Shiloh tells of the little-known court-martial of an almost for- 
gotten American hero. Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry is known to American history for his 
victory over the British in the naval battle of Lake Erie of 1813, here described at 
length. According to the authors, however, even before the battle "a foul conspiracy was & 
at work" against Perry. Two men hated him and meant to destroy him: Commodore Chauncey, 
and his henchman, one Lieutenant Elliott, who fought at Lake Erie and, so the authors say, 
tried to lose the battle to the British. After the battle the villains still pursued Perry, 
planting a blackguard of an officer, named Heath, in one of his ships, with instructions to 
lure the hero of Lake Erie into striking him, which would mean court-martial. Although 
warned of ail this, Perry obligingly did what was expected of him, with the hoped-for 
result. Later Perry was sent by Chauncey to a fever-ridden South American port, where he 
contracted yellow fever and died; before that, however, with Decatur he had played a part 
in fighting the Barbary pirates. This book is a fine example of the dangers of fictionized 
history: true and false facts are so jumbled together that the reader cannot tell which is 
which, and Perry emerges from a maze of talk as an indecisive officer unable to believe 
the obvious. (LC:61-7897) 


Musmanno, Justice Michael A. Macrae-Smith 
THE EICHMANN KOMMANDOS $3.50 


Even after Germany was facing defeat, the war against the Jews in conquered ter- 
ritory went on. And the spearhead of this war was directed and executed by a group of ! 
cultured, highly experienced men in professional fields, the Eichmann Kommandos- or the 
Einsatzgruppen, those men who were actually tried for mass murder. The first part of this 
book summarizes the philosophy behind the Nuremburg trials, discusses the various areas 
encompassed in the trials, the preparation required of the judges and the prosecutors, the 
mass of factual and documentary evidence available. The balance of the book is a minutely 
detailed record of the trials themselves, prefaced by pen portraits of the men on trial and 
descriptions of the particular work in which they were involved under the Fuehrer-Order. |! 
Then the court proceedings, the summing up, the rebuttals and the verdicts. It is at times 
highly technical. But the horrifying details- as one million Jews in conquered territories 
were exterminated, along with Gypsies and a sweeping inclusion of other undesirables- these 
should not be forgotten in a period of "Let's forget and forgive". Reader resistance will 
be heavy. But the record is an important one, and Justice Musmanno, who was one of the 
judges, has done important service in making this record- along with numerous other docu- 
mentary records of concentration camps and so on- available to the resistant public. (LC: 


61-8306 ) 
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March 6 


Bartlett, Norman Roy 
LAND OF THE LOTUS EATERS $5.50 


This is a clear, perceptive and well written book about Siam- a country not 
often examined in such detail- by an Australian journalist who served three years as 
press attache at his country's embassy in Bangkok. The author found a country of 23 
million people, relatively prosperous, primarily farmers or fishermen, distinguished 
chiefly by their serenity toward life. But Bartlett is too shrewd an observer to 
fail to see that,though to a lesser extent, there is the same misery that afflicts 
the balance of Asia. He is also resigned to the eventual submersion of the gentler 
Siamese arts by some of the more unpleasant aspects of Western Culture (Elvis Presley, 
rock 'n' roll, etc.) Bartlett surveys everything from opium dens to Buddhist rites 
and temples, and includes an analysis of politics in this land that has never known 
colonialism. He finds politics personal in Siam, rather than ideological, and govern- 
ment a succession of coups. An interesting sidelight is the apparent lack of regard 
by those in the know for: that famous little English governess who enjoyed book, 
musical and movie success here. She is shown as a self-important busybody and in- 
accurate reporter. (LC: 60-16852) 


March 8 


Lowe, George St Martin's Press 
FROM EVEREST TO THE SOUTH POLE $4.50 


First published in England under the title Because [It Is There, this absorb- 
ing book by an outstanding explorer and photographer covers deep-freeze adventure in 
New Zealand, on Everest with the successful Hillary expedition of 1953, and in the 
Antarctic with the Fuchs Trans-Antarctic expedition of 1956-1958. As a boy the author, 
son of a New Zealand farmer, was crippled by a badly-healed broken arm; outgrowing 
this disability, he cut his mountain-climbing teeth on the New Zealand Alps,and en- 
countered another New Zealander, Edmund (now Sir Edmund) Hillary, who became his close 
friend. With Hillary on the Everest expedition, he acted as substitute camera-man, 
and helped prepare the way for the final assaulton the mountain. He was "the man 
left behind" at the final camp below the summit, waiting alone while Hillary and 
Tenzing "knocked the bastard down," as Hillary phrased it on his return. After an- 
other Himalayan expedition, "Bunny" (now Sir Vivian) Fuchs asked Lowe to serve as 
official photographer on the Trans-Antarctic trek from the Weddell to the Ross Sea 
via the South Pole, with Hillary, starting at the Ross Sea, leading the other half of 
the project. The expedition was successful but scarcely comfortable, with Sno-Cat 
tractors falling into crevasses and frost-bite an accepted hazard. In clear prose and 
in photographs the author tells of the different expeditions, the men who took part in 
them, and their reactions.to extreme heights and extreme cold; one section of the book 
is filled with technical information for photographers. All in all, it is a man's 
book with an appeal for any who enjoy authentic accounts of high exploration. [Illus- 
trated. Maps. (LC: 61-7890) 

March 10 


Kelly, Frank Crowell 
, THE FIGHT FOR THE WHITE HOUSE $4.95 


Frank Kelly's discussion of the three-way struggle for the American presidency 
in 1912 is a thoroughly masterful analysis, no matter with which one of the three part- 
ies or candidates one is prone to side. In a month-by-month review of that campaign, 
Kelly has developed a vigorous and shrewd amalgam of seething politics, impartial per- 
sonality disclosure, and factual historical detail including much that foreshadows 
domestic and international developments of our own day. Free from overweening partisan- 
ship, his book reads easily and gives the reader much to carry away. No surprise if it 
should turn up on many teachers' lists of history textbook supplements: it would be ex- 
cellent even for Taft or Wilson or Roosevelt specialists. A fine, absorbing treatment 
in every respect. (LC: 61-7616) 
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March 10 


McLean, Robert St Martin's Press 
THE ROARING DAYS $3.95 


The rough and tumble of the turn of the century of Australia's outback is 
revived here- in a continuity of stories with a fictional device as a father tells them 
to his son who has returned to Australia in 1954 to live again in the country where they 


occurred. The stories themselves are straightforward- of phoney preachers, opium smoking 
Chinese, mining camp cruel jokers, gold robberies, etc., etc. and they serve as a counter- 
part to our earlier and wilder West. Many of the characters are just as colorful, Paddy, 


Rembrand the Painter, Jack-Without-A-Shirt, the Roarer- and they appear with what seems 
to be little exaggeration and provide good reading. (LC:61-6618) 


March 13 


Birmingham, Frederic A. Crowell 
THE IVY LEAGUE TODAY : $4.50 


Some 9,000 will be accepted in the eight colleges of the Ivy League- out of 
900,000 entrants (Birmingham's statistics) and this special designation confirmed the 
"symbol of caste" and special superiority this octet has traditionally enjoyed. While 
Birmingham would be the first to admit that there are other good schools, still there is 
a "subtle" difference- and by the time he has completed his "case histories" of the 
eight institutions in question (the plants, the attitudes of the students, activities, 
curricula, presidents, and faculty luminaries, etc., etc.) you too will be able to dif- 
ferentiate- and discriminate, At Yale, there's an air of dynamism; Harvard has the un- 
assailable intellectual grandeur, freedom and nonconformism; Princeton- the casual 
Southern aristocratic elegance; moving downward statuswise, there's Columbia- "distin- 
guished but not chic", Penn- poor Penn with "psychic problems" (you hardly know you're 
in the League), Dartmouth (his alma mater) and skiing, Cornell- and the Ivy Girls. Not 
to mention the men of distinction among the alumni- (long lists)- or to forget that a 
diploma from any one of these means more cold cash in the years to come.... One could 
think that a book such as this could only diminish the desirability of these "prestige 
colleges"- which might be a very good thing- certainly for the 891,000 who face the 
anonymity of any one of some two thousand other campuses ahead and who might even be 
thinking about an education. 


March 16 
Lane, Margaret Countess of Huntingdon Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
A CALABASH OF DIAMONDS $3.95 


The lure of buried treasure sparks off a fumbling African expedition for the 
author and her companions were determined to keep their purpose a secret and make their 
way as ordinary, "bush-bashing" travelers. With their maps and Samuel Russell's papers 
they were off for a Zulu chief's burial place and the "calabash of diamonds", and their 
way was surrounded by expedient lies - to everyone encountered. Their safari under way 
for Mozambique they had bizarre encounters all along, with their camps, missionaries, 


natives, and crocodile-hunting Michael, son of the agent who arranged their trip. Their 
discovery of what they were sure was the right place was accompanied by local drums, their 
guilt was dissipated when their digging revealed nothing, and their satisfaction was in the cy 


sights and sounds of out of the way places. Atrocious mistakes and bumble-fingered ad- 
venturers keep this from being an ordinary travel record. (LC:61-7991) 
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March 16 


Bjerre, Jens Hill and Wang 
KALAHARI $4.50 


Here is the desert of Southwest Africa seen by one who has lived with the 
Bushmen, wandered its edges - over to the coastal regions, and pictured and noted its 
seasons, dangers and, very often, delights. A hardened traveler, the author had an 
idea about (but was relatively unprepared for) the rigors of this isolated area, and 
his progress to it, by way of Aughrabies (the highest falls) and Fish River (the grand 
canyon) and the caves of rock paintings (with the white lady of Brand Berg) is filled 
with speculations, theories, suppositions about the origins of geography and man, and 
is a voyage, through space and time, to a most primitive way of life. From 4 months, 
in the lush season with the Kung Bushmen, and the tribe's hunts, its search for and 
preparation of the poison for its arrows, its rites and celebrations, to the drought 
when bush fire, sexual initiations and borderline starvation become part of the picture, 
he goes on to meteors, underground lakes, the diamonds of Namib, sulphur, the islands 
off the coast, seals, the skeleton areas, a ghost town, etc. This member of a Danish 
expedition shares his awareness of natural wonders, the vastness of a desert solitude, 
the fascination of clues to the "ancestry of the human race", and the sense of living 
with the past. A scientific explorer's book of appeal to those who seek far off places. 
Photographs (some in colr). (LC: 60-53057) 


March 17 


Stearn, Jess Doubleday 
THE SIXTH MAN $3.95 


One out of every six is a homosexual, this is their statistic, and even if 
it is wishful, certainly there is no question that homosexuality is on the increase- 
or- Mr. Stearn's one conclusion- that the homosexual is not a happy man. A reporter 
who has looked into other social sorespots (delinquency, prostitution, etc.), Stearn 
here has collected a good bit of material about the homosexual- in his own words- and 
has written the first general (i.e. non-psychiatric), non-judgmental book about him. 
While he has only hazy answers to give about the cause (heredity? propinquity? etc.), 
he has a fair amount of documentation on this underground all across the country; on 
the professions in which the homosexual seems to thrive- fashion, beauty, show business; 
on his habitats- gyms, beaches, coffee houses, bars, subways; on his moral and legal 
position; on the Lesbian, the bi-sexual, the lonely "old and gay"; on their Mattachine 
Society designed to help the "world's most oppressed minority group"; on the reactions 
of parents, on the help to be had; etc., etc. As any homosexual will tell you, he is 
always misunderstood. One might question whether a book such as this will take care of 
his problem, or whether it ministers more to curiosity than sympathy. At any rate, it 
makes clear the extent of this special genus. (LC: 61-6519) 


March 20 


Davis, Bernice Freeman & Crowell 
Hirshberg, Al 3-95 
THE DESPERATE AND THE DAMNED 


For 18 years Bernice Freeman Davis was a correspondent for the San Francisco 
Chronicle and her assignment was one of the most dangerous ever given to a woman: covering 
San Quentin, California's state prison. Her book is mainly an account of the stories she 
handled on many of San Quentin's most notorious inmates. Mrs. Davis had a reputation for 
fairness and impartiality and was favored by the prisoners so that she was often able to 
scoop the other San Francisco papers, though at one time she came very close to being 
used as a hostage in a prison escape - which never took place. She became involved with 
the kidnapper Wilhelm Jakob Muhlenbroich, Rodney Grieg, the so-called Vampire Slayer, 
and San Quentin's most famous prisoner, Caryl Chessman. She had a great deal to do with 
Chessman (who spent 12 years in Death Row before his execution) but she insists that she 
doesn't know whether or not he was guilty though she feels he should never have been 
executed. Her book is certainly readable and should prove of interest to those in- 
trigued by the operation of the criminal mind. (LC: 61-7615) 
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March 20 


Churchill, Randolph Putnam 
LORD DERBY $7.50 


This a conservative's portrait of a conservative. The man who was Lord Mayor 
of Liverpool, conscription chief in the first World War, and owner not only of vast estates 
but of two Derby-winning race horses, is shown to us in a most complimentary light by a 
writer who undoubtedly longs for those solid, conservative days of British Empire. After 
a brief summation of Lord Derby's family history and youth, the biography takes us swiftly 
into politics and War. The point of view is not surprising. Somewhere in the book 
Churchill quotes the old anti-Socialist saying "When all men are equal, none will be free", 
so that we understand his feeling for Derby even more clearly. Much of the book is taken 
from Derby's voluminous correspondence --- turgid but frank. Much political background of 
the Lloyd George, then the Baldwin era is provided as well. Although not an objective 
picture of this elder British statesman, it is a living and fascinating one. Illustrated. | 


Langstaff, John Brett St Martin's Press 
THE ENTERPRISING LIFE: JOHN MCVICKAR $6.00 


As a minister, an educator, world traveler, art critic, political economist 
and devoted family man, John McVickar was a well-rounded personality whose full life 
might be the envy of us all. To create the biography of such a man is no mean feat - it 
is necessary to survey his professorial career at Columbia College; to pursue him through 
his extended travels in England and on the Continent in search of knowledge related to 
all his interests; to take stock of his many and varied associations with leaders of the 
world of belles lettres. McVickar, an Irish-American who died in 1868, was first in many a 
things on the American scene, and in advance of his contemporaries. He early advocated 
an international copyright law, understood the need and principles of banking reform, and 
labored in behalf of an extended public education system for New York City. The story of 
his career is a reminder of how much a4 man can accomplish when he chooses to exercise all 
of his intellectual energies. (LC:61-6696) 


March 21 


Hunter, Mel Doubleday 
STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND $4.95 


A profusely illustrated look at the Strategic Air Command, its personnel, air- 
planes and missiles. Uncritical, slick and dramatized as it is, the book will neverthe- 
less interest persons seeking a quick eye-opening glimpse of the hardware that serves as 
America's nuclear protection. Examined are the 10-engine B-36, the B-47 and the B-52, 
the 1300 mile an hour B-58, and the Atlas, Titan and Minuteman missiles; the KC-97 and 
KC-135 aerial tankers (including a play by play account of a mid-air refueling). He also 
examines such devices as the Hound Dog air-to-ground nuclear missile which can be fired 
out 500 miles ahead of the B-52 to blast a path of destruction and the Quail, a small 
electronic drone,a B-52 can release to fool enemy radar into thinking there are two bombers 
where only one exists. In the short text, the author gives full, undiluted credit to SAC 
for long ago having saved the U.S. from atomic destruction. (LC:61-7655) 
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March 22 


Fitch, Robert Elliot Harcourt, Brace 
ODYSSEY OF THE SELF-CENTERED SELF $3.95 


We are all rakes in search of religion- be it Zen, Analysis, Pantheism, God, 
or just plain pleasure. With gingerish contrariness and herculean detachment, author 
Fitch goads us through the maze of our search, with illustrations from Voltaire, 
Thackeray, Huxley (apparently his favorite) and a host of other writers, reviewers, 
cartoonists and philosophers. He asserts that historically man has ordered his religion 
around a series of objective realities beginning with God, moving to Nature, Humanity, 
Society, and here and now- the Deity of the Self. Modern man's sickness is "his abdi- 
cation of moral responsibility, his egoistic concentration upon the self in self-pity”. 
He roasts the mass of analysands who, self-absorbed already, run to the doctor to be 
told they must love and accept themselves more wholeheartedly. He deplores our absence 
of moral values, our "misplaced compassion"- we have more sympathy with the murderer 
than with the murdered. As examples, he gives us thumbnail sketches of modern martyrs- 
and at this point the reader may question Mr. Fitch's misplaced compassion. He goes 
a long way to stir up the sludge of murky thinking about moral values and psychotherapy, 
but he seems to discount the catalyst which is the element in therapy- love for a fel- 
low human being and concern for his welfare. However, the author has a facility for 
witty and staggering statements about modern life that will startle and arouse, even 
where it does not persuade. (LC: 61-7255) 


Olson, Sigurd Knopf 
THE LONELY LAND $4.50 


On our continent the only large area which remains just as the early travel- 
ers discovered it is the Canadian Northwest. The author and five companions decided 
to explore this wilderness via the routes traversed by the French voyageurs. This book 
is a record of their journey with chapter headings taken from the diaries and papers 
of expedition leaders such as Alexander Mackenzie in the 1780's and George Simpson in 
the 1820's. Mr. Olson's group began at Ile a la Crosse. Traveling in three canoes, 
they crossed the same rivers and lakes, the same forested portages, endured similar 
hardships and experiences, the excitement of running rapids, but they followed a less 
strenuous schedule and had better equipment. They paddled and portaged 500 miles in 
less than three weeks to reach Cumberland House- a historic outpost of the North. The 
six men bring a good deal of interesting information to the record of their trip and 
Mr. Olson communicates their pleasure in seeing the wildlife, in the ritual of setting 
and breaking camp, in the exhilaration of shooting the rapids, and the beauty and peace 
of the wilderness. The illustrations by Francis Lee Jaques will surely add further 
delight. 

March 23 


Clausen, Connie Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
I LOVE YOU HONEY, BUT THE SEASON'S OVER $3.95 


This account of a (short) circus career retains the youth of the author's 
17 years when a chance meeting in Sarasota with John Ringling North, who wanted her 
for Alice in Wonderland in the "spec", actually led to her joining on. She did not 
get to be Alice, she was jeered out of being a "walker", got to be a "sitter", and as 
one of the 50 starlets, found herself in ballet, on horses and elephants, and perforn- 
ing whether she liked it or not. ‘ihe hard work of rehearsals (which continued through 
the whole tour), the opening in New York City and the cross country shows, the things 
she learned about animals and their handlers, about other acts, about living on the 
road - these are part of her romance with Paraito Cristani (of the bareback horseriding 
family), of experiences with her roommates (the "laundry gang") and her growing into 
the circus pattern. But the season over - she had learned that this was not her world 
and, in spite of her love for it, she would always be an outsider looking in. A girlish 
and gay backward look, this gives a very fresh look at circus life. (LC: 61-10459) 
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March 23 
Buckler, H.; Fiedler, M.F. & Allen, Martha-fds Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
WO-HE-LO $3 95 


Wo-He-Lo is a touching (but not saccharine) reprise of the origin and develop- 
ment of the Camp Fire Girls movement since its inception by Dr. and Mrs. Luther H. 
Gulick in 1910. Inspired by the semicentennial of this remarkable organization, the book 
was prepared and edited by three present-day Camp Fire leaders whose devotion to their 
work gives inner meaning to what they have written. Far from merely sentimental or his- 
torical, the story of Wo-He-Lo (the anagram of Work, Health, Love) explicitly supports 
Camp Fire's contention that any community can foster a local unit of happy, industrious, 
responsible girls and leaders who receive profound benefits from Camp Fire activities. 
The final pages are occupied by unusually well-chosen quotations from letters received 
over the years from leaders and members all over the nation. New Camp Fire parents, and 
those whose daughters have not yet reached Camp Fire age, will find Wo-He-Lo especially 
interesting. The organization is certain to publicize the book widely. Illustrations. 


Ryder, Stephanie Houghton Mifflin 
BLIND JACK $3.25 


Blind Jack was a daw, sightless, injured, starving and moping, which Mrs. Ryder 
salvaged, and this is the record of his two years in their household, and the amazingly 
sensitive rapport she has established with this bird- deprived of his most important sense. 
From feeding him, medicating and bathing him, taking him for outings on her hand, esta- 
blishing conditions which would give him confidence again and enable him to familiarize 
himself with his habitat, this is a quite fascinating account in which her patience, her 
concern, and her abiding respect for the bird (altogether free of sentiment) is most mani- 
fest. There were the attempts to widen his world; the fiasco of satisfying his need for 
companionship with Jill Daw; the opportunity for more freedom outdoors and the menace of 
the river nearby; etc., etc..... Over and above the unusual story it has to tell, it is 
exemplary in its restraint and scientific accuracy so that those who study birds as well 
as love them should find much to interest them. Illustrated with photographs by Jane 
Burton and an introduction by Maurice Burton. (LC:61-5375) 


Aiken, Conrad Oxford 
SELECTED POEMS $4.75 


* In this volume is collected, by the author's own choice, his best and most re- 
presentative poetry written during the last half century. Though Aiken has received 
several of the highest awards, it is not generally realized that he is our greatest living 
American poet. He outranks in his range of thought- by far- Robert Frost and E.E. Cummings. 
He has assimilated his learning and experience into better poetry than has Pound. His only 
rival is T. S. Eliot who long ago disenfranchised himself. Aiken is at once the most musi- 
cal, the most metaphysical, the most learned and most modern of them all. He is deeply 
personal and more deeply universal; complex in thought but usually clear in expression; 
rooted in the most delicate sense perceptions but reaching toward the most ultimate philo- 
sophical conclusions. It is perhaps indicative of Aiken's growth that many of his earlier 
poems were placed in a matrix of Egyptian allusion and represented his truly tragic pre- 
occupation with death and the "melody of chaos". Without losing any of his musicianship, 
his later poems are more classically oriented toward Greece or China and refer to the most 
modern metaphysical and scientific thought. Cunningly he connects all his intimations of 
time past and time future to the concrete simplicities of his home, Sheepfold Hill on Cape 
Cod, a masterful expression of the stream of time.... A great poet- what more is there to 
say. (LC:61-8366) 
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[ J A useful workbook for the assiduous player. (LC: 61-8102) 






February 1, 1961 Non-fiction ~ 143. 


March 24 


Palter, Robert M.-£d. Noonday-Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
ea. $1.95: paper 
TOWARD MODERN SCIENCE 2 vols. $5.00 cloth; $9.00 set 


This anthology of early scientific history is composed of a preface by the 
editor and some 26 studies by many of the great historians of science including Duhen, 
Neugebauer, Singer, Sarton, Holmyard, Sigerist, and F. S. Taylor, among others. 
Ranging in time from Babylonian science to that of the Renaissance, these essays pro- 
vide a crude delineation of some of the factors that make early Western scientific 
tradition. There is needless repetition among the essays of the earlier period. 

And since these are historical studies in the truest sense, on such topics as metals 
in early science, chemistry in Islam, laws of motion in medieval physics, the medical 
schools of Padua, etc., by scholars more concerned with sources and documentation 
than style or broad audience, only the adept will keep reading. There will be college 
use of this anthology, though it offers tidbits rather than an integrated, meaning- 
ful history of science of the periods covered. Line drawings. 


March 28 


Caine, Mark , Houghton Mifflin 
THE S-MAN $3.00 ~ 


* In an age when no one knows his proper place, when in fact there are no pro- 
per places, anyone can go to the top. It says here. Devoted to the notion that the 
quickest way to the top is often a zigzag this macabre little manual of Machiavellian 
practices offers a complete dialectic of illogical imperatives and ethical irrele- 
vancies designed for the man who is Going Ahead. The author begins by discussing the 
terminology of success, what the successful adolescent is like ("The Success will stay 
a child longer and be grown up earlier than anyone else"), and how to win the business 
marathon, by going part way, or better yet, by not running at all. He then deals with 
the relatively minor but still sticky problems of, for example, developing a servile 
office staff, stepping on your friends without hurting them too much, and avoiding 
marriage, at least until thirty, (where sex is concerned satisfaction is one thing 
and show is another). In a style which is epigramatic the author eventually demon- 
strates that the Success is the highest kind of professional,yet appears always an 
enthusiastic amateur, at all times sincere. "The S-M sells himself but he parts with 
nothing". Probably the most gruesome aspect of this determinedly dissolute guide- 
book is that it obviously works. (LC: 61-5365) 


Snead, Sam Prentice-Hall 
SAM SNEAD ON GOLF $3.95 


This is for the golfer who is ready- and willing- to apply and practise the 
recommendations of "the greatest natural golfer in the history of the game". For after 
general discussion of the game ("learn and forget", "relax", etc.) this many times 
champion goes on to talk about grip, stance and swing, about clubs - the woods, long 
and short irons, the wedge, about straight balls, hooks and fades, about putting, with 
always the emphasis on the right way and criticism and correction of the wrong way 
and with simple gimmicks to insure improvement. There is a section on the psycho- 
logical side of golf in which blueprinting the rounds, planning shots, campaigning 
every hole and not letting bad shots get you down, are advocated. There are illustra- 
tions and action photos and a chart which lists faults, their causes and their cures. 
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March 29 


Holmes, John Harper 
THE FORTUNE TELLER $3.50 @ 


This is a delightful book of poetry- and Holmes may be remembered for the 
earlier fhe Double Root, Map of my Country, and Address to Living. It is readable, modest, 
and at the same time gifted with a homespun (not cracker barrel) philosophy. Holmes is 
a New Englander, and he expresses it in all its austerity, integrity, and rockbound beauty. 
This has been done before by Robert Frost and Robert Lowell, but not so intimately, so 
naturally, so unpretentiously. Most of the poems here have appeared in the best weekly 
and monthly magazines- but it is a pleasure to have them gathered together in one volume 
and given the more enduring form they deserve. (LC:61-9437) 


March 30 


Newman, William Braziller 
THE FUTILITARIAN SOCIETY $6.00 


This is a lengthy study of conservative thought in America today. The author's 
basic thesis is that American conservatism in its attempt to find the principles of a 
fixed society is incapable of development and that it is ultimately "a refusal of freedom". 
He deals at first with the theoreticians - W.H. Chamberlain, Felix Morley and James Burnham- 
of what he calls Qld Conservatism, which is actually political and economic 19th century 
liberalism. He then discusses Peter Vierick and the most important figure in American con- 
servative thought, Russell Kirk and the basis of New Conservatism. As he moves further 
away from the rigid Right, to Clinton Rossiter, Walter Lippmann, Louis Hartz, Daniel 
Boorstin, Daniel Bell, his sympathies deepen - for the problems which confront them and for 
their attitudes. Perhaps as a consequence Newman's own prose style markedly improves and 
becomes far more lively (especially in sections on the suburbs and /ime-Life's institution- 
alization of the National Purpose series) than the depressingly dull academese which cha- “ 
racterizes the opening chapters of his book. It might be felt that fhe Futilitarian 
Society covers too much material within a single thesis but it will be of interest to 
students of political polarity. (LC:61-8478) 


du Plessis, Captain J. H. John Day 
DIAMONDS ARE DANGEROUS 4 | jc $3.95 


An ex-policeman tells of traffic in illicit diamonds and of the efforts to 
track down those responsible for the buying, smuggling and selling of them, for the 
purpose of fomenting revolts and revolutions. Here are his undercover activities for 
the International Diamond Security Organization in Southwest Africa when his secret mission 
sent him to Northern Rhodesia on the trail started up by a dead informer and the ways in 
which he effected his entrance into the local rackets for further knowledge of the men he 
was seeking. There's plenty of rough and tumble, pursuit of (and by) Big George and Greek 
Mike, chases and traps including a beautiful girl in trouble, and, with assists from friends 
in the service, a crackdown on the immediate criminals. The facts of illicit diamonds as 
barter in international political intrigue and the world demand for them add interest to 
this jaunty account which keeps pace with many a thriller. (LC:61-8275) 


Allen, Harold W. Van Nostrand 
ROSES- Growing for Exhibiting $4.95 


With an increasing number of amateur gardeners interested in the possibility of 
exhibiting, this should prove a useful book with a dual function. The basis of the 
thinking is the growing of roses the right way, before any thought of exhibiting enters 
the picture. The handling of this will be valuable to any grower with its down to earth 
information on selection of stock, handling prior to planting, choice of site, preparation 
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of beds, planting, cultivating, and coping with pests and diseases. In selection, 
due balance is given to roses of value in any planting and those selected with exhi- 
biting in mind. Then Mr. Allen, who is now possessor of countless awards, and grows 
some 450 varieties in his garden in Chillicothe, takes the aspirant step by step:- 
selection and condition of the bloom, transporting, displaying and so on. He dis- 
cusses the points considered, and how to pre-judge your own specimens. His final 
chapters deal with various types of rose shows- qualifications for entries- require- 
ments for judging, and so on. Explicit line drawings illustrate various points as 


he makes them. sae | 
March 7? 5] 30 oY 


Hutton, Clayton Crown 
OFFICIAL SECRET $3 .50 


Few readers fail to thrill to escape stories, but do they pause to wonder 
who or what organization was behind the ingenious escape aids that became familiar to 
the allied forces. Here is the story of that man, Major Hutton, whose wartime job was 
to devise aids, to facilitate production, to engineer distribution- and to be ready 
to substitute at once when the enemy solved the secret. There were silk maps to all 
areas and frontiers; there were all sorts of ways of concealing tiny compasses; there 
were flying boots that could be quickly converted, heels that held money, plastic con- 
tainers that held necessities for survival- food, medicine, first aid items, even cream 
in toothpaste tubes.. Frequently his methods were on the edge of the illegal; he used 
circuitous ways to get around official red tape. But his story reads like a who-dun- 
it- even up to his battle with security authorities after the war (and after most of / 
the "top secrets" had leaked to the press), to write his own book and tell his ow 4 
story. Now at long last, this is that story. Photographic illustrations. 


April 1 


Tabori, Paul Chilton 
THE ART OF FOLLY $4.50 


Another compendium of human irrationalities by the author of The Natural 
Science of Stupidity. This one is divided into three sections. Fad, Fashion, and 
Folly. Mr. Tabori gives us glimpses of all countries and all centuries, and of sub- 
jects which range from physical research and astrology to duelling, the history of 
corsets, the fashion in names during the French Revolution, and the South Sea Bubble. 
There is even a final summing-up of the characteristics of the human race, purportedly 
by a Martian. The distinction between a fad and a fashion is sometimes hard to grasp-- 
one wonders why hiking, for instance, is a fad, and the European Grand Tour is a 
fashion. But the illusion of organization is there as one reads the book, which is 
all that the reader requires. The only serious criticism that one can make of this 
plethora of delightful nonsense is that the author has included details of the activi- 
ties of tyrants and dictatorships that warrant more serious treatment. The light tone 
of the book, which admirably befits most of the subjects covered, is too frivolous for 
a discussion of the Hungarian Revolution or of a king who used his subjects as archery 
targets. Surely there is a distinction between folly and evil; and if there is, some 
subjects which are included in this unusual and amusing book should properly fall out- 
side its scope. (LC: 61-5565) 


April 3 


Steffek, Edwin F. Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
GARDENING THE EASY WAY $3.95 


Pruning Made Easy rapidly became the basic and necessary book on the subject, 
so that this reader approached this homeowner's complete guide to gardening, with high 
hopes, and confesses to some degree of disappointment. Perhaps Mr. Steffek has attempted 
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to cover too much ground in the allotted space, with the result that it all seems very 
elementary and superficial. He discusses the approach to planning, whether the problem 
is a new small house with a small lot, an old house to be redone, a lot on which land- & 
scaping can be planned ahead of building. He presents the essential facts on soil re- 
quirements and rather glibly how to achieve them. He discusses proper tools and how to 
use them. He goes into the different areas of the lot, matters of driveways, fences, 
trees, shrubs, planning for flowers and vegetables, fruits and vines. His lists are 
comprehensive, but the average homeowner would find them hard to use, and it would take 
a lot of searching to sort out specific needs. (An example of a much more satisfactory 
handling of lists is found in Jean Hersey's Carefree Gardening- see review p. 136). He 
then goes on to a once over lightly on the matter of multiplying plants, for which his 
homeowner would find himself far from prepared. Perhaps as a reference book this will 
prove useful, provided it is supplemented by more specific books on the various areas he 
touches upon. Illustrated. (LC:61-6568) 


April 4 \ 7 


Tully, Andrew Simon & Schuster 
WHEN THEY BURNED THE WHITE HOUSE $3.95 


Newspaperman Tully has done a good job of "covering" the major phases of the 
War of 1812, centering on the burning of Washington by the British. While he has little 
good to say of President Madison's ability to choose competent defense leaders, he hardly 
contradicts the history books on that account. His chapter on the writing of the national 
anthem is the high point, full of warmth and admiration for the young, vigorous country. 
The establishment of the District of Columbia and the fight to preserve it as the nation's 
capital are spirited stories that bring out the best of Tully's somewhat limited literary 
talents. The patriotic sentiments he awakens are well-timed at this quadrennial season ae 
of the changing of the guard; they may be what will save his latest offering from drowning 
in the current flood of books about that Other war. (LC:61-7009) 


Madison, Charles A. Fred. Ungar (131 E. 23rd St. NYC) 
LEADERS AND LIBERALS $6.50 


in 20th Century America 


Despite the misleading title this is not a biographical study but a frank 
facing of the fact that the U.S.A. cannot return to the rugged individualism of the 
early century, but is launched on the concept of dynamic democracy, actually synonymous 
with the goals of the welfare state. Through key figures in our 20th century political 
history he charts the steps, beginning with Theodore Roosevelt and his abortive gestures 
towards curbing monopoly and corruption, going on to Woodrow Wilson's meteoric career, 
which came close to success only to dissipate in failure. He views the parochial radical- 
ism of La Follette, and he sees Brandeis as the connecting link between the old and the 
new. Social justice had won the first round of its struggle. With Franklin Roosevelt and 
the New Deal a new era was established; George Norris was stalwart in his insistence on 
the role of government in making possible such achievements as TVA; Hugo Black, starting 
as a reactionary, became the symbol of New Deal justice in its best sense. Madison is 
somewhat cynical about the place of Harry Truman in ultimate historical perspective- but 
gives him what he feels is his due. The final chapter, summarizing his argument, high- 
lighting the figures he has chosen as spearheading the movement, and assessing the throw- 
backs’ of the recent years, is perhaps the most valuable part of the whole. As biographical 
material this is negligible; each chapter has to be considered as using the man under con- 
sideration as representative of the steps towards our brand of welfare state. (LC:61-8951) S 


| 
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April 3 


Dill, Marshall, Jr. University of Michigan 
GERMANY $8.75 


The author and its editors, Allan Nevins and Howard Ehrmann, have done an 
excellent job of compressing the massive history of Germany from its very beginnings 
to the present day into this volume, along with side trips into its literature and 
arts. The author says it is not a scholar's book, but the very mass of detail within 
its covers necessitates more or less of a textbook presentation. It is therefore not 
for one sitting. But anyone seeking a shortcut to the story of Germany, or a spring- 
board for further reading and research, should not overlook this book. It is an inter- 
esting work, well done. 


Schramm, Wilbur; Lyle, Jack; & Stanford University Press 
Parker, Edwin B. $6 .00 
TELEVISION IN THE LIVES OF OUR CHILDREN 


This book is the result of a three year research study based on 10 communities 
in the U.S. and Candda, 6000 children, 2000 parents, 300 educators, and utilizing other 
professional opinions and findings. Over and above the excellence of its presentation, 
it is the first general book on a subject which has occasioned much concern and dis- 
agreement. Does television debase, distort, addict, purvey violence, sedate or edu- 
cate? The opening overall conclusion here is that to most children, most television 
is neither particularly harmful nor particularly beneficial. If this seems unsatis- 
fyingly vague, it is because the answer depends 7ot on what television brings to 
children, but what children bring to television. More specifically- the survey shows é 
that the typical child spends 3 to 4 hours watching- a time previously devoted pri- 
marily to radio and comics. As well as how much, the study shows when, by whom, what. 
Most children in the early years watch for vicarious excitement, for fantasy grati- 
fications which diminish in the later years. The bright child derives more from it 
(and benefits) in the early years,later swings towards "high print, low TV behavior" 
(but not necessarily educational television). Learning from television is largely 
"incidental"; it does not influence the child's social relationships; and there is 
a@ general consideration of its psychological and physical effects which establish that 
television is largely damaging in cases where there is a pre-existing disturbance... 
For the many parents, and educators, concerned with the influence of this latest mass 
medium on their picture-tube children, this is an enlightening,forceful and substani- 


ated report. There will be strong publisher promotion. (i. 
April 4 
Wykes, Alan | Simon & Schuster 
SNAKE MAN $4.50 


* "The Story of C.J.P. Ionides" ("The Greek") is an on-the-spot biography of a 
formidable Englishman whose life has been spent catching rare game and poisonous snakes 
in Africa. The book opens dramatically, when a mamba kills eight natives in their hut- 
at night, and terrorizes the village. Ionides, the Snake Man, is sent for. Accompanied 
by Wykes, who has come to write his biography, Ionides successfully- and scornfully- 
captures the snake. The book thereafter consists of such exciting actual happenings, 
mixed with Ionides' acid accounts- to Wykes- of his past. Most of this is lively, par- 
ticularly since Ionides is a fiercely independent individualist, whose career in English 
Public School resembles that of a feral Stalky, and whose one-upmanship raised equal 
havoc in the Army (which he entered as a means of getting to Africa). His escapades 
hardly made him popular, but Ionid«s could hardly have cared less, and presently he 
turned up in Africa, guiding hunting parties, poaching on the side, and learning so 
much about natives and natural history that he was eventually made Game Ranger of the 
Territory. The book is filled with striking hunting scenes; encounters with charging 
elephants, with deadly snakes, along with accounts of Ionides' private safaris after rare 
okapis, bush bucks, etc. through some of the world's most terrifying terrain. The au- 
thor's obvious admiration is nicely balanced by Ionides' testy temper. It provides more 
than an adventure story- a portrait of an astringent, enigmatic, not wholly likable but 
thoroughly fascinating man. (LC; 61-7011) 
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April 6 


Tobin, Richard L. World & 
DECISIONS OF DESTINY $5.00 


A selection of ten Presidents of the United States, ranging chronologically 
from Washington to Truman, who in the author's view made momentous decisions while in 
office. Mr. Tobin devotes an essay to each one which endeavors to recreate the circum- 
stances and the importance of the decision involved. The Presidents included are 
Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln, Arthur, Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, Wilson, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Truman. A great many sources have been used, the style is at 
once gossipy and admiring, and there are occasional references to Presidents previously 
discussed. The result is a sort of Reader's Digest view of American History: Jackson 
invented the spoils system to get back at the men who had slandered his wife, and Chester 
Arthur becomes a good President in spite of his interest in clothes and possessions and 
his bad associates. There is one element in this book which is open to grave question. 
The impression is strongly conveyed that a "great" President is one who outsteps his cons- 
titutional limits. Of all the decisions made by Abraham Lincoln, for instance, the one 
picked for inclusion in this book is his suspension of habeas corpus; and although the 
author states that it was necessary, he fails to make clear the reasons why. Instead, he 
states: "only great Presidents see ultimate goals and sweep all else aside to achieve them." 
He also calls on his readers to admire the innovations of F.D.R. in his first days in 
office, "though to accomplish the end meant asking for and being granted dangerous dicta- 
torial powers no President had ever asked nor been granted before his time.” A discussion 
of our system of balance of powers might have counteracted this seeming power-worship; 
without it, the level of historical analysis is too superficial and the result is a 
dangerously inadequate book--all the more dangerous for being vividly written. (LC:61-6649) 


April 7 & 


Crater, Stella & Fraley, Oscar Doubleday 
THE EMPTY ROBE $f. 50 


This is Stella Crater's both before-and-after story of her life with Joe Crater, 
the New York State Supreme Court Justice who- during an August heat wave some 30 years 
ago stepped into a tan taxicab and vanished. If Stella has no personal explanation, 
evidence, or even a guess to offer- she is still today an admiring and trusting wife of 
the man who is no longer there, sure that he was both "righteous and aboveboard", and 
equally sure that none of the smears (chorus girls, political payoffs, murder, etc.) his 
disappearance occasioned are true. Stella met and married Joe Crater when he was still an 
ambitious young lawyer, watched him swing into politics, develop a taste for higher living, 
but otherwise remain unchanged, devoted, sensitive and honest (even though he never brought 
his office problems home). His disappearance, which was timed at the start of the Seabury 
investigation of Tammany (and Crater was close to the democratic organization) suggests 
the most likely link in the case which left her the real victim, plagued by the continuing 
notoriety of the case, without funds, and because of it- unable to make a go of a late 
second marriage.... She tells her story simply and it has a continuing curiosity value. | 


(LC:61-8880) 


Humphreys, J. R. Doubleday 
THE LOST TOWNS AND ROADS OF AMERICA $4.95 


This unpretentious and copiously illustrated volume tells of a land-voyage | 
across a large section of this country, a chronicle of unperilous adventure in search of | 
a living American past that is not so much "lost" as overlooked or bypassed. Arming them- 
selves with maps of all varieties (the best were those found free in filling-stations ) and : | 
traveling in a Volkswagen Combi-Kamper, the author, his wife and his camera started their 
travels in .Navesink, New Jersey, and ended them in California, with side-excursions as 
the spirit moved.them. Sleeping in their car, eating by the side of the road or in fine 
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restaurants, they photographed as they went: old roads still in use and newer roads 
now deserted, fences and trees, quiet villages in Indiana and Iowa,mining towns in 
Colorado, the hidden towns of the past days of Mormonism in Utah. Seldom following 
thruways but wandering on side roads, they found themselves in farmyards and on Main 
Streets, where they inspected a Masonic Hall or an Opera House. Supplementing in a 
way Stewart's Names on the Land and U.S. 40, this book is one to be read at leisure. 
For family motorists rather than for those who drive 400 miles in a day, it will appeal 
to all those who like to climb in a car and go somewhere, as well as to amateur photo- 
graphers, home-acre explorers, and those small-town antiquarians who have forgotten 
that their immediate surroundings may be of historic interest. The superb photographs 
will delight even those who travel in city taxicabs. Illustrated. Index. (LC:61-8891) 


April 7 


Lessner, Erwin Doubleday 
with Lingg, Ann M. THE DANUBE $4.95 


Twenty centuries of central European cultural development are crammed into 
this ponderous book's 62 chapters. Practically everything social, economic, domestic, 
agricultural, romantic, or scientific that ever happened in the Danube Valley before 
1922 is chronicled here in liberal detail. Lessner's work is so complete that an index 
is to be provided. If used as a textbook in colleges, it would probably take students 
at least two semesters of concentrated study to absorb all the fascinating sidelights 
and counter-plots woven in among the central themes of military, religious, and po- 
litical history. Lessner's thorough-going scholarship has enabled him to contrive a 
virtually limitless source of data for those who seek to trace the origins of current 
matters and problems whether European or extra-Continental. The Hungarian Revolt of 
1956 plays no part in the book's action, of course, but its spectre lurks behind every 
word. Ann M. Lingg, known across the country to 60,000 subscribers as a contributor 
to Opera News magazine, collaborated with her husband to produce this long but well- 
written volume. (LC: 61-7657) 


Steinkraus, William Doubleday 
RIDING AND JUMPING $3.95 


A book of advice and instruction from an expert is aimed at the rider deter- 
mined to acquire more skills, for the captain of the U. S. Olympic Equestrian Team and 
director of the AHSA considers all the significant factors in the art of riding and 
jumping, and in the reciprocal education of horse and rider. A discussion of clothes, 
tack, saddlery and the physical and temperamental qualities of the horses to be ridden 
precedes hisobservations and analyses of riding basics with emphasis on position as an 
"essential means to an end" which is always checked and rechcked, and understanding 
the horse's movement; work with the horse on jumping and in advanced schooling; prepar- 
ations for and performance in the horse show; ways and means of analyzing courses. This 
is not a beginner's book; it is for the serious horseman who wishes to pursue further 
this "meaningful activity". Illustrated. (LC: 60-15754) 


Tressol, James Doubleday 
STRANGE PATTERNS IN THE SOUTH SEAS $3 .50 


A naturalist whose early years were spent in South Caledonia has undertaken 
to interpret in factual- and sometimes disillusioning fashion- those islands of the 
South Seas that he knows intimately in his pursuit of knowledge. No rose-colored spec- 
tacles for him, not even in fabled Tahiti. He takes area after area of Oceania, New 
Guinea, the small islands, New Hebrides and the Solomons, Polynesia, Samoa. There's 
historical, anthropological, geological, biographical information. And there's a tragic 
commentary On what so-called western civilization has done to destroy the balance of 
nature, the economic survival, the human potentials in virtually every spot they have 
infected. The record is punctuated and highlighted with anecdotal material, his own ex- 
periences, legendary data, descriptive bits about native customs- but this is not enough 
to offset the unsavory aftertaste of the degeneration of these South Seas paradises. | 
Illustrated with linecuts. (LC: 61-8907) 
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April 7 


Lurie, Dr. Nancy 0.-£d. U. of Michigan Press 
MOUNTAIN WOLF WOMAN $4.95 @ 


Forty years ago the anthropologist Paul Radin published the first full-length 
autobiography of an American Indian. That volume, Crashing Thunder, was later revised 
and has taken a prime place among literature of its type. Now Dr. Nancy Lurie, after 
many years of research among the Winnebago Indians, has (with the aid of a tape recorder) 
evoked and edited the autobiography of Crashing Thunder's younger sister. Mountain Wolf 
Woman's story is far from merely a parallel of the earlier work. Her acculturation 
covers a wider range of interests and activities than his - for example, she was one of 
the first Indian women to drive an automobile. The peyote religion, to which Mountain 
Wolf Woman subscribes, is a widely misunderstood topic that falls informally into place 
under Dr. Lurie's deft editing. Mountain Wolf Woman's advanced years and relatively cos- 
mopolitan personality contribute to the effectiveness of her narrative, from which the 
modern Indian emerges as a sensitive individual even more subject than his white contempor- 
aries to the vagaries of progress. Dr. Lurie has specified the details of her research 
methods, and has provided excellent footnotes for all obscure references. Illustrations. 
(LC:61-5019) 

April 10 


Flaherty, Tom Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
THE MASTERS $7.50 


From 1934 through 1960, year by year, these accounts follow the "richest tour- 
nament of them all", the Masters, played on the Augusta National Course, and result ina 
Single-line history of golf and topflight golfers. They develop, in the details of each 
year's games, the reason why this golfing event means so much to so many,- the beauty and 
challenges of the course, the enthusiasm and good manners of the spectators and the quality 7 
of play - afid players. The "greats" who have earned the right to be there and are there- 
fore invited to compete are all here, in their triumphs as well as in their defeats; there 
are anxious moments of play and the building of the Masters "tradition"; there are the purses 
won and the new names that have come along; and this review of golf's focal point should be 
( gp ge +" those for whom the game and its masters are of enduring interest. Illustrated. 

LC: 61-7631 


Leedham, Charles Scribner 


CARE OF THE DOG > || $4.95 


For those with their first puppy this has a tremendous amount of information, 
instruction, warnings and suggestions for proper dog care, and its coverage of everything 
connected with dog ownership is detailed. An opening chapter examines the whole physical 
body of the dog and is followed by material on nutrition and feeding, travel and nursing, 
diseases, accidents, mating and whelping - and old age. There's information on grooming 
and training, on recommended home treatments, on bringing up a puppy, on operations - on 
veterinarians for that matter, and on recent scientific discoveries in medicine and the de- 
velopment of the young dog. A sensible approach to human-canine relationships makes this 
especially helpful for new owners. Illustrated. (LC:61-7218) 


April 11 
Olender, Terrys T. Chilton 
FOR THE PROSECUTION: MISS DEPUTY D.A. $4.50 
This autobiography concerns the efforts of a woman to break though a male 
barrier, forcibly entering one of man's last sanctuaries - the sacred halls of law. What % 
makes the feat even more rare is that she not only accomplished this at the height of the 


Depression but that she chose nothing less than District Attorney as a goal. The book 
recounts tale upon tale of her legal career in all the departments of the Los Angeles 
D.A.'s office. She also documents the resistance and hardships undergone in trespassing on 
forbidden ground. Despite all her efforts to be accepted in a man's world (which she 
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eventually was by dint of hard work) her outlook remains that of a woman. She presents 
an interesting picture of the criminal world seen through feminine eyes. The book, 
however, has a happy ending. The last pages of Mrs. Olender's successful career are 
concerned with an especially feminine interest- marriage. (LC: 61-8619) 


April 12 


Mumford, Lewis Harcourt, Brace 
THE CITY IN HISTORY: Pre-pub.$10 .00;Post-$11.50 
Its Origins, Its Transformations and [ts Prospects 


* The distillation of years of research, study, reflection and writing - and _ 
the fulfillment of the promise of The Culture of Cities, The City in History will chal- 
lenge, disturb and inform all who come to grips with its thesis and development. Vir- 
tually, here- through the central theme of the city- is world history. It is far more 
than the study of urban culture through the ages. It is a revitalization of civiliza- 
tions- with focus particularly on the Minoan and Mycenaean cultures of ancient Greece, 
the age of Pericles, the disintegration of the Hellenistic period, "richer in science 
than in wisdom", and the deterioration when Rome took over. He explores those factors 
that made the Greek cities unique- the contribution brought to urban culture by Olympia, 
Delphi, Cos- the decline of even respect towards the gods. To this reader this is the 
most revealing section, for he approaches half-known facts and endows them with fresh 
vision and interpretation. The nature of the ancient city sets the note, until the 
concept of perpetual war and conquest was evolved, never to be lost. His portrayal 
of the Roman city concept, too, is different from the accepted one, as is their con-. 
tribution to world history. Almost cynical he seems as he itemizes Rome at its best, 
its worst, and in survival with Byzantium. The emergence of the Christian culture, the 
role of monasticism, the struggle of the Middle Ages against the barbarians and how the 
urban movement was reborn out of insecurity. We then see Romanesque Europe, we study 
medieval town planning, the Baroque of the 16th and 17th centuries and the mercantile . 
capitalism that emerged supreme. His final section forms a chant of dismay and dis- 
couragement- but not, finally, of despair, over the advance of urbanism gluttonously 
embracing all outlying districts, turning men into machines. But in the shadows he 
sees glimmers of hope, that the very instruments of our destruction can be turned around 
to be instruments of salvation, and that the "One World Man” can be the goal of the fu- 
ture city:- "that of creating a visible regional and civic structure designed to make 
man at home with his deeper self and his larger world". So closes one of the great 
achievements in social studies of our times. (LC: 61-7689) 


Gannett, Lewis-fd. Harper 
THE FAMILY BOOK OF VERSE $5.00 


This, as Lewis Gannett makes very clear in his introduction, is a book of 
poetry to be read- preferably to be read aloud, not to be studied but to be enjoyed. bs 
And there is no question that the some 300 poems selected for shared pleasure have an 
ageless as well as timeless appeal. There are love poems, poems of ecstasy and mystery, 
of childhood, of the sea, of war, of America- and other countries, with a closing sec- 
tion of lighter verse. The selections are for the most part not only familiar but es- 
tablished favorites which should ensure the longevity of a collection such as this for 
home libraries. 


Plimpton, George Harper 
OUT OF MY LEAGUE $3.50 


George Plimpton, who is the editor of the Paris Review, and with some help from 
Sports Illustrated, had an old dream of glory which came true with his mound appearance- 
in an exhibition game- between the National and American Leagues. (He'd been a pitcher © 
of sorts in school- and in the army.) With a few words of advice from Toots Shor, some 
mild training in his New York apartment, an ill-fitting outfit from a sporting goods 
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store, Plimpton appeared at the Stadium where he was to pitch against both teams for 

the $1000 most-hits award. Announced as "Prufrock" over the P.A. system, the "palest 

pitcher" ever took the mound- and with a "strange herky jerky motion" (the professional 

verdict) made his appearance, and after a few successful pitches, sagged and collapsed * 
out there.... Plimpton's account of this experience- from the first high hopes to the 

foregone humiliation, has a pleasant, easy kind of humor and it should appeal to that 

market already limbered up by other baseball spectator and participator annals, Brosnan, 


Garagiola, etc. (LC:61-6439) 
April 12 


Zaehringer, Alfred J. Harper 
SOVIET SPACE TECHNOLOGY $3.95 


With cool scientific detachment, Zaehringer has assembled a composite picture 
of the history of Russian accomplishments in all phases of space technology, dating from 
before the Russian Revolution. As calm as the presentation is, the effect is harrowing, 
because Zaehringer is convinced America needs to be shocked and awakened from her con- 
fused daydream that no nation can be better than we in a technical field. He advocates a 
complete revision of our defense system, in order to free our vast technological potential 
from bureaucratic restrictions and to insure getting the most and best research and defense 
for the dollars we must inevitably spend. The author is himself a scientist, and head of 
the American Rocket Company. For many years he has kept in intimate touch with whatever 
reports have been available on Russian developments. Fundamentally, Soviet Space ‘echnolo-y 
is exceedingly technical, and requires more than casual reading. But even the average 
layman will find that the style is intelligible and the book is replete with plain-speech 
paragraphs worth searching out because they deal precisely with data that have long 
languished behind a clinging aura of imprecision. The tables disclose much of statistical 
interest; the glossary is excellent from the layman's point of view and is complemented 


by an alphabetical roster of Russians who have made important contributions to the Soviet % 
race for space. Introduction by Wernher von Braun. Photos and drawings not yet seen. 
(LC:61-9437) 147 
oy 
Collis, Robert Scribner 
AFRICAN ENCOUNTER $4.50 


The author is an Irish pediatrician (or "paediatrician" as he puts it), who 
accepted an invitation to help organize a pediatric clinic in Nigeria during the last 
few months of British rule there. Not only did he do this in the new hospital at Ibadan 
"the biggest city in the whole of West Africa", but he met many of the British and Nigerian 
leaders of the country and travelled over Nigeria and into the British and French Cameroons. 
Three impressions emerge strongly from this book. The first is the charm and challenge of 
Africa, and of the tribes who inhabit Nigeria: the Hausas of the North and the Yorubas and 
Ibos of the South. The second is the vast medical problem presented by inadequate dietary 
habits, particularly in childhood health and childhood mortality. And the third is the 
excellent job the British have done in preparing the Nigerians for self-rule, especially 
as contrasted to the neighboring French. The book is most interesting when it is evoking 
peoples and atmospheres--the children in the clinic, the British who were determined to 
destroy the color barrier and did so with elegant wholeheartedness, the dedicated native 
nurses and doctors, and the few die-hard British in the North who insisted on referring 
to Africans as “non-expatriates." There is political and social theorizing here too: Dr. 
Collis believes firmly in centralized planning of agriculture to correct the gruesome 
deficiency diseases he has described, and has many thoughts on the proper organization of 
medicine in Nigeria which include a few disagreements with the theories of Dr. Schweitzer. 
But above all, the author recreates a country and a people that have obviously completely 
won his heart. (LC:61-7216) @ 












February 1, 1961 Non-fiction -~153- 


April 14 2] 


Linker, Hal and Halla Doubleday 
THREE PASSPORTS TO ADVENTURE $4.95 


The Linkers have a popular TV program called "Wonders of the World". This 
is the story of how these wonders were filmed, when and where, as parents with a small 
son travelled the wide world over. The early years provide more of "adventure"--ro- 
mance too, as they meet in Iceland, marry, have a baby and keep on travelling, on hope, 
inspiration and a great measure of courage. For then there was no TV program; each 
trip was done on the margin of bankruptcy. But always they were together. The adven- 
tures should be read as a personal odyssey of fast travel to unusual places:- Lapland, 
Finland, Pakistan, the Congo, Simba, Egypt on the verge of revolution, the South Seas, 
Israel, Turkey, Portugal, Spain, Tangier, Russia and so on. Lively and entertaining, 
but often superficial and sometimes downright careless as to facts (example- over- 
looking the Dardanelles from the Hilton-Istanbul!) But even the slight amateurishness 
of style gives the reader a sense of participation in the Linkers' adventures. Photo- 
graphs. (LC: 61-8896) 


April 3? iy 


Gannon, Robert, S.J. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE POOR OLD LIBERAL ARTS $4.00 


Father Robert Gannon, past president of the world's largest Catholic univer- 
sity - Fordham in New York, skims over the peaks of the history of education in America. 
In a reminiscing essay Father Gannon attempts to distill the mental climate of his world 
which came to bloom as a young Georgetown student in 1909 and which faded a half-century 
later. His pot shots at modern progressive education are delivered with tongue in 
cheek. So too his melancholic eulogy of the ratio studiorum and the exchange of class- 
ical liberal arts schooling for pre-professional and scientific training. The elegant 
cadenced style which characterizes Father Gannon's prose is a sub-rosa testimony to 


the poor old liberal arts, (LC: 61-8404) 
Hardwick, Elizabeth-£d. | T | Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
SELECTED LETTERS OF WILLIAM JAMES $4.75 


This new volume in this series has an illuminating introduction by the editor, 
on the lofty James family in general- talented, respected, popular, but "shot through, 
too, like a piece of Irish tweed with neurasthenia"”, and on William in particular, the 
"charm, vigor and originality" of his mind and the gaiety and goodness of his heart. 
All of this comes through in his correspondence- which is spontaneous, personal, im- 
pulsive and as "genuine as talk" and gives these letters their special character and 
warmth. The letters are grouped here paralleling the major divisions of his life and 
work-- from his early, undecided, unsettled years, to those of teaching, marriage, 
writing, lecturing, etc. Many are addressed to his family- to brother Harry, to his 
sister Alice- there is a moving letter to his father just before his death, to his 
daughter when she is dispirited; etc., etc. - Others are to his friends, the intel- 
lectual luminaries of the era- and are often a sounding board of what he was thinking 
as well as an expression of what he was feeling... For the most part the letters are 
available in the collection edited by his son, or The Thought and Character of William 
James, but some are printed here for the first time from the Houghton Library collec- 
tion at Harvard. (IC: 61-5895) 


ied . 
Klutznick, Philip M. AYEL b>? Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
NO EASY ANSWERS $3 -95 


"I believe wholeheartedly that without religion Jewish life is not a dis- 
tinctive and thereby enduring identity". With this statement the author puts himself 
on record and this book is an attempt to clarify the eternal Jew. What keeps the 
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_ Jewish religion vital; what unites Jews despite their separatism; what gives them seeming- 
ly opposing goals; how can they succeed where others fail in raising astronomical sums of 
money for their causes and so on. There's a light touch here and there which relieves the 
book from being ponderous, and- as a diplomat- Klutznick meets his issues and answers them 
courageously. While many will disagree with his position, all readers will recognize the 
fine moral quality of his thinking and give attention to his answers to difficult questions. 
For many years President of B'nai B'rith (Sons of the Covenant) with its many international 
ramifications, he has lived his beliefs. Brought up in Omaha in an Orthodox Jewish back- 
ground, he has widened his horizons by world travel, has served his people and the cause of 
Israel as a member of the American delegation to the U.N., where he ably handled the tick- 
lish Arab group. His concluding chapters on the birth, growth and development of Israel 
make fascinating reading in his analysis of its political, economic, social and religious 
facets. And his tribute to John Foster Dulles' role as a defender of Israel will be a 
surprise to many. An unusual book. (LC:61-9885) 


April ?? 


Cummings, Parke Hill and Wang 
Gurney, Eric- Illus THE FLY IN THE MARTINI $3.95 


This is a collection of over seventy humorous pieces which have appeared in 
such magazines as The Atlantic Monthly, Saturday Evening Post, The New Yorker, Esquire 
and Look. Their common ground is, for the most part, the peculiarities of suburbia 
(Cummings is a native of Westport, Connecticut) and their attitude is the slightly put- 
upon posture of the husband and father fighting a losing battle with the filigree of life. 
He has a routine for dealing with wrong number callers, coping with in-laws, watching a 
football game, antagonizing guests who leave things behind, and rewriting television com- 
mercials. He complains that his neighbors' weather is always more dramatic than his, that 
his wife scores higher on magazine marital quizzes than he does, and that he is never able 
to describe people to her satisfaction. For a collection of its kind the humor quotient 
is unusually high though it is, of course, best administered in small doses. (LC:61-9728) 


Nichols, Roy F. Hill and Wang 
THE STAKES OF POWER - 1845-1877 $4.50 


Written by the 1949 Pulitzer Prize winner in history, this second volume in the 
6-volume social and political history of the United States, The Making of America, begins 
where the first volume, Wiltse's The New Nat-on, leaves off, with Jackson's second Admi- 
nistration and the election of Polk; it ends with Grant's final term as President and the 
election of Rutherford B. Hayes. The period covered, from 1845 to 1877, was a critical 
one for the country, with the year 1860, one of fear and panic, "the most disastrous the 
country was ever to know." In 1846 the Mexican War resulted in vast territorial expansion 
and renewed efforts on the part of the South to extend slavery to non-slave territory. In 
the 1850's the rise of the Republican Party, and the election of Lincoln in 1860, brought 
a revolutionary transfer of political power from the South, which for years had dominated 
the country, to the North, and with it came Secession and a war which "nobody had planned”. 
In turn the Civil War brought with it enormous developments in manufacturing and transport, 
and also the almost insoluble social problems resulting from the freeing of some three 
million slaves. Lincoln's death nullified his plans for reconstruction and left the South 
open to unscrupulous exploitation; Grant's two terms as President saw the country plundered 
by corrupt politicians and the concentration of wealth in the hands of men of great enter- 
prise and few public morals -- and also the beginnings of an organized labor movement. Like 
its predecessor, this well-documented and readable volume will appeal largely to students, 
teachers and professional historians, and should find a place in all libraries dealing with 
the social and political development of this country. Index. (LC:61-7560) 
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April ?? 


Wiltse, Charles M. Hill and Wang 
THE NEW NATION $4.50 


This solid book by a biographer of John C. Calhoun is the first of a new 
6-volume interpretative history of the United States, The Making of America, designed, 
according to its publisher, "to provide a broad: picture of the entire course of Ameri- 
ca's history." Accordingly, the author writes less of actual events than of their 
underlying forces and the men who shaped them. He emphasizes Jefferson's insistence 
on states' rights, the importance of such men as Clay, Calhoun and Lowndes in shaping 
early American policies, and John Marshall, the Chief Justice whose "cold intelligence 
and iron control ... made these United States something better than its parts." He 
writes of the War of 1812 and its bungling and ineptitude, which made the new country 
“determine to assume a separate and equal station among the powers of the earth," and 
of the Monroe Doctrine, an offshoot of the war. The rise of manufacturing in the North 
and of slavery in the South, the Missouri Compromise, the Westward movement and Texas, 
helped divide the country and led not only to the Mexican War of 1846, but to the Civil 
War; tariffs and abortive political parties were a part of the teeming politics of the 
day. Here, too, is the sorry story of the Bank of the United States, looted by its own 
officers and the more inspiring tale of Jackson, "an authentic liberal," who destroyed 
the bank; here are panics and elections, Daniel Webster and Senator Benton, generals 
and politicians. An excellent analysis of the political and social background of the 
United States before 1846, this book will find its chief appeal among historians and 
scholars, and should form an excellent text and reference book for teachers and students. 
Armchair historians may find it soporific. Index, and a bibliographic essay. 


Grinnell, George Bird S[16 Scribner ae 
(Brown, Dee- Ed. ) tes 5.75 
PAWNEE, BLACKFOOT AND CHEYENNE 


No man has ever known more about the Plains Indians than George Bird Grinnell, 
or has written about them more vividly. Here in one volume are reprinted excerpts from 
his accounts of life in the Pawnee, Blackfoot and Cheyenne tribes as he himself knew 
them, in the days before they were firmly penned on reservations. Grinnell's love af- 
fair with the Indians -- and the West -- began in 1870 when, a Yale undergraduate, he 
joined Professor Marsh's first fossil-digging expedition into the country of the un- 
subdued Sioux. Protected by Pawnee scouts, the expedition emerged loaded with fossils, 
and on young Grinnell's part, with a determination to learn more about the Indians. 

"The task I have set myself is that of recording,” he wrote, and record he did, with 

the eye of a reporter, the knowledge of a trained anthropologist, and the pen of an in- 
spired historian. He lived in Indian lodges, hunted buffalo with braves, ate Indian 
food, and from grandmothers learned folk-legends and tales of the West before the white 
man came. Much of his most famous book, Jhe Fighting Cheyennes, is here included, in 
particular his delightful account of domestic life in Cheyenne villages, and the story 

of Bent's great fort on the Arkansas, as he heard it from George Bent, son of William 
Bent, who built the fort. An unsurpassed record of a long vanished "way of American 
life," this volume will be welcomed by seasoned historians and teachers of Western his- 
tory, and is a must for all beginning students of the early West. Illustrated.(LC:61-7217) 


Schurz, Carl with Scribner 
Intro.by Allan Nevins | 4 $5.95 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CARL SCHURZ 


"A fascinating story and the fervent testament of a fighting idealist"- so 
Nevins epitomizes this reissue of the autobiography of a German-American who was "re- 
volutionist, patriot, orator, journalist, general, statesman and reformer". And yet he 
is a little more than a name to today's generation. Nevins provides something of the 
German background- and something of Schurz' later years in his Introduction. The text 
proper records chiefly his share in the American scene, the struggle between slavery and 
freedom. It is an amazing story of a young German, who with other liberals fled his 
native land in 1848 to find freedom here. Some of his early adventures read like a dime 
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novel of the past; they capture the reader's unflagging attention. Once here, his zeal, 
his magnetism, his versatility brought him into intimate touch with the great of his day. 
His apt pen portraits will live long in memory:- Jay Cooke, Stephen Douglas, Chase, Seward, 
Sumner, McClellan and other figures of the Civil War. But chiefly his picture of Lincoln, e 
whom he grew to venerate and love. He spoke for Lincoln in German and in English- and held “ 
forth at New York's Cooper Union for three impassioned hours. He was sent as Ambassador 

to Spain but resigned to come back to active service as a General in the Union forces- not 
perhaps as brilliant a role as some of his others. Here is a rich story of a truly out- 
standing American. It deserves to be made again available. (LC:61-6900) 


April 77 4y’15 


Littell, Robert Viking-Reynal 
IT TAKES ALL KINDS $4.00 


Littell is the Paris-based representative of the Reader's Digest and these inci- 
dental pieces have presumably appeared there and for the most part have European back- 
grounds and human points of interest. There's the Italian who conditions the reflexes of 
any intelligent dog to hunt for truffles; the prisoner who convinces the guard in a prison 
in East Germany of the Soviet guilt- so that they escape together; a Norwegian man over- 
board, and in the water for 29 hours; a Swede buried in the snow; Germany's imaginative 
judge who makes the punishment fit--juvenile offenders; a tracking dog, and Swiss avalanche 
dogs; a courageous hemophiliac who helped to start Canada's first center for the treatment 
of this disease; etc., etc. along with an interesting closing piece on that divided city- 
Berlin.... The handling of most of this unusual material is unexceptional- but it is also 
efficient and an easy kind of pick-up reading. (LC:61-10555) 
















































PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 
943 Schery, Robert W.- THE LAWN BOOK- from 1/3 to 3/27 (Macmillan) 
983 Harrison, Selig S.- INDIA AND THE U.S.- from 1/16 to 2/27 (Macmillan) 
983 Perrin, Noel- A PASSPORT SECRETLY GREEN- from 1/16 to 3/13 (St Martin's Press) 
994 Loomis, Andrew- THE EYE OF THE PAINTER- from 1/? to 3/? (Viking) 
1004 Robinson, Bradley- THE MILL- from 1/? to 2/28 (Random House) 
1023 Harlow, S. Ralph- A LIFE AFTER DEATH- from 2/10 to 2/17 (Doubleday) 
1037 Godden, Rumer- CHINA COURT- definite date 3/3. Definite price $4.50 (Viking) 
1040 Sayle, Murray- A CROOKED SIXPENCE- postponed indefinitely (Doubleday ) 
1046 Anderson, Thomas- HERE COMES PETE NOW- definite date 2/22 (Random House) 
1046 Grubb, David- Title from THE CHINABERRY TREE to THE WATCHMAN- date from 2/28 to 
3/6 (Scribner ) 
1058 Wherry, E.T.- THE FERN GUIDE- from 3/17 to 4/7 (Doubleday) 
1061 Eibl-Eibesfeldt, I.- GALAPAGOS- from 2/24 to 3/17 (Doubleday) 
1063 Millett, Fred B.- PROFESSOR- from 2/27 to 3/20 (Macmillan) 
1064 Smith, Talbot- LAWYER- from 2/27 to 3/20 (Macmillan) 
1067 (R) Doty, Rev. William L.- THE RISE OF FATHER ROLAND- postponed to summer (Bruce) 
1067 (R) Sheerin, John B., C.S.P.- THE SACRAMENT OF FREEDOM- price is $3.50 (Bruce) 
27 Tracy, Don- NO TRESPASSING- from 3/2 to 3/15 (Lippincott) 
32 Israel, Charles- RIZPAH- definite date 3/30 (Simon & Schuster) 
32 Lait, Robert- Title from THE HONEY GUIDE to HONEY FOR TOMORROW- price from $3.50 to 
$3.95- date from 3/? to 2/24 (Random House) 
42 Kelso & Adler- THE NEW CAPITALISTS- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Random House) 
7l Spark, Muriel- THE BACHELORS- from 3/16 to 3/1 (Lippincott) 
73 O'Grady, R.- O'HOULIHAN'S JEST- from 3/20 to 3/13 (Macmillan) 
74 Titus, Barry- MASKS- from 3/22 to 4/17 (Knopf) 
78 Haase, John- THE FUN COUPLE- definite date 3/13 (Simon & Schuster) 
79 Creasey, John- THE KILLING STRIKE- from 3/14 to 3/21 (Scribner) 
89 Spotnitz, Hyman- THE COUCH AND THE CIRCLE- from 3/20 to 4/17 (Knopf) 
90 Lucas, F.L.- THE GREATEST PROBLEM- price from $4.95 to $5.00 (Macmillan) 
92 Burchard & Bush-Brown- THE ARCHITECTURE OF AMERICA- from 3/23 to 4/19 (Little, Brown) 
96 Adams, Ramon- THE OLD TIME COWHAND- postponed to fall (Macmillan) 
97 Cutler, John Henry- WHAT ABOUT WOMEN?- from 3/2? to 4/5 (Washburn) 
97 Dutourd, Jean- THE MAN OF SENSIBILITY- from 3/? to 4/10 (Simon & Schuster) 
97 Prevelakis, P.- NIKOS KAZANTZAKIS AND HIS ODYSSEY- definite date 3/6 (Simon & Schuster) 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR MARCH 


Sharp, Margery 
Spark, Muriel 
Yates, Richard 
Godden, Rumer 


Burnford, Sheila 
Rubin, Louis D., Jr. 
Dashwood, R.M. 


Wagner, John & Esther 
Royidis, Emmanuel 
Stone, Irving 


Israel, Charles 


Lockridge, F. & R. 
Croft-Cooke, Rupert 
Henderson, Zenna 
Hitchens, Dolores 
Davidson, Lionel 


du Maurier, Daphne 
O'Connor, Frank 
Hardwicke, Sir Cedric 
& Brough, James 
Clausen, Connie 


Krutch, Joseph Wood 
Cowell, Adrian 


Willens, Sigmund 
Spotnitz, Hyman 


Koestler, Arthur 
Aiken, Conrad 
Caine, Mark 


gre Ue ee Sas eS 


CONTEMPORARY 


SOMETHING LIGHT (Little, Brown) Literary Guild 

THE BACHELORS (Lippincott ) 

REVOLUTIONARY ROAD (Little, Brown-A.M.P. ) 

CHINA COURT (Viking) March dual Book-of-the- 
Month Club selection 

THE INCREDIBLE JOURNEY (Little, Brown-A.M.P. ) 

THE GOLDEN WEATHER (Atheneum) 

PROVINCIAL DAUGHTER (Simon & Schuster) 


BIOGRAPHICAL, HISTORICAL 


THE GIFT OF ROME (Little, Brown-A.M.P. ) 

POPE JOAN (Dutton) 

THE AGONY AND THE ECSTASY (Doubleday) April 
Book-of-the-Month Club selection 

RIZPAH (Simon & Schuster) Literary Guild 


THRILLERS 


--- WITH ONE STONE (Lippincott) 
THIEF (Doubleday) 

PILGRIMAGE (Doubleday ) 

FOOTSTEPS IN THE NIGHT (Doubleday) 
NIGHT OF WENCESLAS (Harper) 


2. Re Fo eel ed 


BIOGRAPHY 


THE INFERNAL WORLD OF BRAMWELL BRONTE (Doubleday) 
AN ONLY CHILD (Knopf) 


A VICTORIAN IN ORBIT (Doubleday) 
I LOVE YOU HONEY, BUT THE SEASON'S OVER (Holt, 
Rinehart & Winston) 


EXPLORATION, NATURE 


THE FORGOTTEN PENINSULA (Morrow-Sloane ) 
THE HEART OF THE FOREST (Knopf ) 


MEDICINE 


MY FRIENDS, THE DOCTORS (Atheneum) 
THE COUCH AND THE CIRCLE (Knopf) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


THE LOTUS AND THE ROBOT (Macmillan) 
SELECTED POEMS (Oxford) 
THE S-MAN (Houghton Mifflin) 





